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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE WINNING DESIGN submitted in the competition organised 
by the Royal Society of Ulster Architects for a seaside hotel 
on a given site at Glencraig, Craigavad, Co. Down, is illus- 
trated and extracts from the winner’s report are givenon p. 544 


A NEW WARNING to industry of the disastrous consequences 
that might result from a continued scarcity of certain raw 
materials, particularly sulphur, cotton and non-ferrous metals, 





was given by the President of the Board of Trade in the House 
of Commons on Monday. But one encouraging point, he said, 
was that the softwood position looked like becoming better 
than for a long time past. p. 561 


A NEW TYPE of crane which promises considerable economies 
in time, manpower and costs is being used in the erection of 
multi-storey blocks of flats for Fulham Borough Council at 
the Hurlingham site. p. 564 
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“THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


THE GOVERNMENT AND TOWN 
PLANNING 


SJR GEORGE L. PEPLER in his address to the Town Planning 

Institute on April 5 (given in this issue) gave a most valuable 
summary of the present administrative position as regards town 
planning throughout the country. He is not uncritical in his 
attitude ; indeed, the present situation might have inclined him 
to advocate a more drastic programme. 


One of the main points he makes is that in view of the function 
of the Ministry of Local Government and Planning in co-or- 
dinating national policy with the operations of local plans, it 
should be regarded as high time that regional requirements 
should be dealt with ; Government demands should not be so 
much delayed as has been the case up to now. Perhaps by 
reason of their number and complexity Government offices are 
slow to operate, and steps are therefore urgently needed to 
obviate delays in local undertakings ; it might be best for these 
to take shape, only subject to review by the central powers. 


There are two reasons in favour of advancing the regional 
schemes somewhat ahead of the national elements, one is in 
the superior knowledge of conditions among local bodies and 
the other the less cumbersome machinery for reaching decisions. 
Many elements on this central government are notorious for 
extravagant and dilatory procedure, the outcome of conditions 
which hold out small hopes of rectification. Sir George’s 
own view is that a scheme for bringing local government up to 
date should be presented to Parliament, providing a clear pro- 
gramme of what its objectives are and the best measures for 
reaching them. 


There is one outstanding example of the wholesale interfer- 
ence in local affairs by the central government in its provision 
in the 1947 Act for the purchase of building rights on land 
throughout the whole country. As the cost of this a sum of 
£300 million was suggested, probably an underestimate, and 
the object was ostensibly to clear the way for comprehensive 
town planning. The absurdity of this procedure must be 
realised when it can be made clear that, in a major proposition 
of the cases where it is made applicable, town planning would 
not be affected at all and in others the demand might have 
been met by reasonable regulations. At the present moment 
there are valuations being made and arguments going on all 
over the country at a great expenditure of time and energy, 
and whether in most cases owners will be satisfied with the 
results is undoubtedly an open question. 


The drawbacks to this proceeding make it an amazing one; 
the Government has committed itself to a large outlay when it 
is in need of all the money it can raise, while the landowner 
is not at all anxious to sell the building value for a sum of 
money which is likely to be of less purchasing value in a few 
years’ time. Then again, it will be some years before building 
is economically practicable, and when it is the owner has no 
certainty that he will be able to reclaim building rights at a sum 
proportionate to that which he has received. 


* This example, though perhaps the most flagrant one, is only a 
single illustration of the difficulties of Government methods 
relative to regional planning. Common-sense treatment on the 
basis of local knowledge would have done all that was necessary 
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BREDON TITHE BARN, a view of which is seen in our photo- 
graph, overlooks the Avon. The twin “ transepts” are linked 
by the main structure, giving some idea of the scale of the barn. 
According to a correspondent, the building is in danger of 
falling down; it has been scheduled as an ancient monument 
but the owner is himself unable to afford the necessary repairs 





to protect future development, without the need of this extrava- 
gant employment of the taxpayers’ money, subject at present 
to so many competitive demands. 


THE RAINWATER AGREEMENTS 


NE of the difficulties in discussing the effect of price-fixing 
and restrictive practices in the manufacture and supply of 
building materials has been the lack of any reliable information 
as to the extent of such practices. The Simon Committee in 
their report three years ago went so far as to say that “ Our 
examination of the field has revealed no industry producing 
building materials or components in which we can state with 
confidence that there is free competition in prices.” But even 
that statement is hardly a sufficient basis on which to form any 
adequate judgment, let alone to decide a policy, in relation to the 
problem of restrictive practices. 


Since the Simon Committee reported, the setting up of the 
Monopolies Commission has provided a-means of investigating 
the position in industries in which it is alleged that monopoly 
or restrictive practices exist. The Commission was set up under 
the Monopolies and Restrictive Practices (Inquiry and Control) 
Act, 1948, which lays down two tests‘of “ Monopoly ” conditions, 
viz.: (a) where one person or group supplies at least one-third 
of the U.K. market for the goods in question; or (6) where 
two or more persons supply at least one-third of the market 
and so conduct their affairs as to restrict competition in produc- 
tion or supply. 


The Commission was asked by the Board of Trade to ascertain 
whether those conditions prevailed in relation to the supply 
of cast-iron rainwater goods. Their report (as summarised in 
our issue last week) shows that these conditions do prevail and 
Suggests that they are contrary to the public interest. It was 
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found indeed that the industry satisfied both tests. Condition 
(a) was fulfilled by reason of the fact that the “ Allied Group” 
supplies about 36 per cent. of the total supply of rainwater goods 
to the home market. The alternative condition (6) was satisfied 
inasmuch as some 93 per cent. of the market was supplied by 
manufacturers in membership of the British Ironfounders’ 
Association who operate the arrangements known as the Rain. 
water Agreements. Under these agreements the manufacturers 
will supply on special terms only to those merchants who sign 
the appropriate agreement, and the merchants undertake not 
to buy elsewhere or to handle imported goods. 


The Commission does not appear to be unduly concerned by 
the fact that the Allied Group has secured so large a part of 
the market. The Group is said to be a lower cost producer 
than most of the other concerns, and obtains the advantages of 
rationalised production and sales with mechanised methods of 
production. The firms comprising the Allied Group are, 
however, members of the B.I.A. and party to the arrangements 
described under (b) above which the Commission condemns, 


The trade in their comment on the Commission’s report do 
not deny the facts, but point out that the deductions to be 
drawn from the facts are a matter of opinion. In their opinion, 
the trade agreements, so far from being contrary to the public 
interest, lead to stable prices and wages ahd a steady flow of 
high quality goods at reasonable prices. The agreements are 
therefore in the interest of both worker and consumer say the 
trade. 


In fairness to the trade it must be said that some parts of the 
Commission’s argument to the contrary really beg the question. 
The fact that manufacturers and merchants who do not sub- 
scribe to the agreements are excluded from a share in the great 
bulk of the trade while those Who have subscribed cannot 
easily withdraw is not necessarily a condemnation of the agree- 
ments—unless, of course, it is argued that all price-fixing is bad. 
Nor is there any evidence that production has been restricted. 


On the other hand, it is a serious criticism that the minimum 
price agreement retards the introduction of low-cost methods of 
production, since a manufacturer after signing cannot count on 
the market which lower prices would have secured for him, and 
Which might be necessary to justify the commercial commitments 
involved. It is also a serious criticism that no adequate incen- 
tive is given to buyers.so to bulk and standardise demands as 
to encourage foundries to specialise their production; and that 
there is no means by which any consequential saving, either in 
production or distribution costs, can be passed on to the con- 
sumer. These would be serious criticisms at any time, but they 
are especially relevant to-day when there appear to be very real 
prospects of important new manufacturing processes in the light 
castings industry. 


In the face of this volume of criticism the trade will, we think, 
be hard put to it to justify the present agreements. There is 
some force in what they say about the maintenance of high 
quality supplies at reasonable prices, but the dangers of price- 
cutting seem less significant to-day when the trade unions can 
be relied upon to look after the interests of the workers and the 
development of British Standards provides the consumer with a 
fairly effective weapon for protecting quality. Moreover, it is 
to be hoped that the slump conditions which first gave rise to 
these agreements will never return. The trade might, however, 
be more easily prevailed upon to remove these restrictive prac- 
tices if they had some greater assurafice of stable conditions in 
the building industry. The Simon Committee commented upon 
the fears of manufacturers and suppliers generally that, in spite 
of prima facie evidence to the contrary, the high level of 
demand in relation to supply will not necessarily continue. 
Certainly, Government policy towards the building industry 
has not given anyone—materials suppliers, builders or opeta- 
tives—the assurance of a steady, long-term programme of work 
that would encourage them to throw off the restrictive attitudes 
of the past. 











April 20 1951 


NOTES ann NEWS 


Campaign Against Litter 

A CONCERTED effort, led by Mr. Hugh 
4 Dalton, Minister of Local Government 
and Planning, and Mr. Richard Stokes, 
Minister of Works, is to be made immedi- 
ately to stimulate the co-operation of the 
public in ridding the country of litter and 
thereby “keeping Britain tidy.” 

Campaigns of this sort are always worthy 
of support, for there are still far too many 

ple who do not seem to realise how much 
more pleasant our streets, parks and country- 
side could be if greater care was taken to 
sec that litter was deposited whese it belongs 
and not strewn about untidily. The launch- 
ing of this anti-litter campaign has been 
timed so that its effect will be greatest during 
the Festival of Britain period. Its message, 
“Keep Britain Tidy,” will no doubt remind 
the British citizen (as he has been reminded 
on numerous occasions since the Festival 
was first thought of) that it is on these smaller 
and (to him) relatively unimportant points 
of good citizenship that he tends to be lax. 


It is a fact, however, to which the Minister 
of Works rightly drew attention, that most 
parks and other open spaces are amenities 
provided for the people to whom they offer 
the greatest pleasure and attraction if not 
misused. 

We wish this campaign all success and 
hope that the principle which it carries will 
be maintained long after this Festival year. 


The A.A. Reception 

Upwarps of 1,000 members and guests 
shook hands with the President and Mrs. 
Cusdin before taking their choice of a re- 
markable variety of entertainment provided 
at the Architectural Association’s annual 
reception on April 12. Everywhere in the 
building were evidences of activity, some 
architectural and others not. Among the 
latter was a production of Chekhov’s “ The 
Proposal” by the A.A. Dramatic Society, 
said to be excellent; cabaret in the library, 
in which a talented group of professionals 
and others raised considerable enthusiasm, 
Mr. Harry Lock in particular giving much 
pleasure. Elsewhere you could have a dip 
at an Architectural Quiz, or find solace at 
Mr. A. D. Hippesley Coxe’s exhibition of 
Circusiana or Mr. Peter Shepheard’s draw- 
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ings of ducks which alone made the evening 
worth while. There was the usual to-ing 
and fro-ing between the ground floor studio 
(rear block) and the lecture halls where 
dancing and Scottish reels continued until 
the early hours. We did not get as far as 
the exhibition of executive work by A.A. 
members in South Africa but heard that this 
display was most stimulating. Altogether a 
splendid evening. 


Architectural Association’s Meeting 


“NEW TOWNS IN ENGLAND AND NEw ENG- 
LAND” will be the subject of a talk by 
Professor W. G. Holford, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
at the ordinary general meeting of the Archi- 
tectural Association to be held on April 25. 


Office Boy to Architect 


Not the least interesting point in a 
very interesting evening at Mr. Wallace 
Harrison’s recent talk to the R.I.B.A. on the 
U.N. building, was that made by Mr. Howard 
Robertson. In proposing the vote of thanks 
he said that Mr. Harrison had started as 
all architects should, by being an office boy. 
He wanted to go into the office of McKim, 
Mead and White, but as they would not take 
him, he eventually got there as an office boy 
with no salary, and after a while he ap- 
proached his chief and told him that he’d 
work better if he had something to eat! He 
was then given promotion and a salary. 


Such cases and such stories are, of course, 
diminishing with the passing of time and the 
now almost universal system of school train- 
ing, and although Mr. Robertson’s point 
about starting as an office boy was well 
made on the score that a thorough ground- 
work (even in making tea!) in office routine 
is essential, the products of certain, possibly 
most, architectural schools in the past have 
hardly taken to such duties lightly. 


A correspondent, who once was an office 
boy in a large firm of architects, has testi- 
fied that as a life it’s certainly no fun at 
all. Putting aside the basic aversion he has 
always felt for large architects’ offices any- 
way, the organised routine to him was little 
different from that of the dreariest factory, 
his only consolation being that he was quite 
certain he was better off than most of the 
assistants, who were herded together in an 
unsavoury basement and told to produce 
neo-classic detail, if they wanted any money 
at the end of the week. 
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Devon and Cornwall ‘Society 

Mr. EDWARD NARRACOTT, A.R.I.B.A., who, 
together with his partners, was awarded 
the second prize in the “ Low-Cost Housing 
Competition ” organised recently by The 
Builder, has been appointed vice-president 
of the Devon and Cornwall Architectural 
Association. 


Coventry Architects’ Exhibition 

AN EXHIBITION of contemporary architec- 
ture, consisting of the work of members of 
the Coventry Society of Architects, is to be 
staged by the Society in conjunction with 
the Arts Council of Great Britain, as part 
of the Festival of Britain arrangements for 
Coventry. The exhibition will include 
perspectives, photographs and models of 
members’ work, and will be held at the 
rag Gallery, Coventry, from June 2 
to 30. 


Pilgrim Trustees’ Gift to Eton 

THE PILGRIM TRUSTEES have undertaken 
to contribute £21,000 for urgent repairs to» 
the exterior of Eton College Chapel; The 
Eton appeal, which is for £1m., to be spent 
over a period of years on building and re- 
construction, is being directed primarily to 
past Etonians, but the honorary secretary of 
the Appeal Committee will be glad to send 
particulars to any others wishing to con- 
tribute, on application to him at the 
O.E.A. Office, Eton College, Windsor. The 
consulting architect to the College is 
Professor W. Holford, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. 


Hyde Park Crystal Palace Site 


THE Roya SociETy oF ARTS, in conjunc- 
tion with the Festival of Britain authorities, 
has been granted permission by the Ministry 
of Works to erect flags in Hyde Park to 
mark the original site of the Crystal Palace. 

Eight flagstaffs, flying the Union Jack, 
will be placed at the principal points of the 
site, and from a ninth, on which an explana- 
tory notice board will be mounted, visitors 
will be able to visualise the outline of the 
whole Palace.. The flags will be unfurled 
at noon on May 3 at the moment when His 
Majesty the King declares the Festival of 
Britain open from the steps of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. 


Appointment of Quantity Surveyors 
GLENROTHES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
appointed Mr. 


has Dugald Campbell, 





THE A.A. RECEPTION: Seen above (left) are Mr. and Mrs. S. E. T. Cusdin greeting Major-General Sir Frederick Pile at the 
Architectural Association Reception. In the background are Lady Pile and Mr. J. Murray Easton. In the photograph on the 
right the President,partners Miss Violetta Elvin in an eightsome reel 
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A.R.LC.S. (senior quantity surveyor, 
Ministry of Works), chief quantity surveyor 
for the Corporation on the chief architect’s 
staff. Mr. W. D. Robson and Mr. Allan 
Stoddart have been appointed assistant quan- 
tity surveyors. Mr. Robson is at present 
employed with the Scottish Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, while Mr. Stoddart holds 
an appointment with Stirling County Council. 


Borough Architect, Southend-on-Sea 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the post of 
borough architect to Southend-on-Sea 
County Borough Council. Salary offered is 
£1,750—£100 (2)—£50—£2,000 per annum, 
plus £100 a year car allowance. Forms of 
application (returnable by May 7) are 
obtainable from the Town Clerk. 


Professional Announcements 

Mr. A. W, BRADLEY, F.I,A.S., quantity surveyor, has 
removed to 29, Gloucester-place, London, W.1 (tele- 
phone: Welbeck 6765), at which address he will be 
pleased to receive catalogues and price lists. 

Mr. D. A. DeGERDON, A.R.I.C.S., A.LArb., chartered 
quantity surveyor, has opened an office at, 5, Weymouth 
Mews, Weymouth-street, London, W.1, where he will be 
pleased to receive trade catalogues. 


COMING EVENTS 
Monday, April 23 

RoyaL SANITARY INsTITUTE.—Opening of Health 
Congress, Floral Hall, Southport. 9 a.m. Continuing 
until April 27. 

ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETy.—‘* More Notes on Italian 
Mosaics,” by Mr. E. A. Remnant, F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.C.S. 
Archbishop Davidson Institute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1. 
7 p.m. 

Tuesday, April 24 

L.M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Luncheon to be followed 
by A.G.M. Lt.-Col. R. G. Fonteyn will be guest speaker. 
Cafe Royal, North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 

Housinc CeENTRE.—‘ Residential Qualification for 
Housing,” by Mr. Ernest E. Fletcher. 13, Suffolk- 
street, Haymarket, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

TRADERS’ ROAD TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION.—Annual 
dinner, at which Mr. Alfred Barnes, Minister of Transport, 
will be present. Grosvenor House, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 25 

A.A.—“ New Towns in England and New England,” 
by Professor William G. Holford, M.A., F.R.LB.A. 
A.A., Bedford-square, W.C.1. 8 p.m. 

HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND ARTS AND 
Crarts.—‘“ The Building Industry and its Organisation,” 
by Mr. Dudley F. Cox, president, L.M.B.A. 3.15 p.m. 

Thursday, April 26 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—“ The Design 
and Construction of a Large Span Prestressed Concrete 
Shell Roof,” by Lt.-Col. G. W. Kirkland, M.B.E., and 
Mr. A. Goldstein, 11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 
6 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SOCIETY (NOTTINGHAM 
CENTRE).—“ Interior Decoration and its Influence on 
Illumination,” by Mr. S. A. Wood. Gas Showrooms, 
Parliament-street, Nottingham. 5.30 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. GOLFING SocteTy.—Second annual dinner. 
May Fair Hotel, Berkeley-street, W.1. 7.45 p.m, 


Friday, April 27 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties A.A.—‘‘ About 
Coventry,” by Mr. D. E. E. Gibson, C.B.E., A.R.LB.A., 
A.M.T.P.I. Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ 
Galleries, New-street, Birmingham. 6.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS.—“ The New 
Factory,” by Mr. J. G. Bulger.’ I.M.E., Storey’s Gate, 
St. James’s Park, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 28 

ARCHITECTURAL TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE.—London 
area architectural teachers’ conference. 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 10.30 a.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1851 


Saturday, April 19, 1851. ’ 
SupeLy OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS.— 
It is stated that Government have 


abandoned the idea of adopting any of the 
proposals for the supply of water, but that 
a proposition will be submitted to Parlia- 
ment having for. its object. the taking up 
all the water companies, giving 6 per cent. 
interest on the capital invested. 


THE BUILDER 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Operatives’ Wage Increase and 
R.LB.A. Form of Contract 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
IR,—I should like to reply to a letter, 
published in your issue of March 30, 
by Mr. Ronald F. Lear, A.R.I.C.S., and to 
make the following comments with reference 
to the discussion in your columns regarding 
Clause 25A of the R.I.B.A. Form of Con- 
tract. 

(1) A decision is current when it is made 
irrespective if the subject matter is operative 
immediately or at some later date. There- 
fore a contractor would have been deemed 
to have included in his tender known in- 
creases. This view is also held to be correct 
by the instigators of this form of contract, 
the R.I.B.A. and the N.F.B.T.E. 

(2) It surprised me to learn that this has 
apparently just been noticed, when in actual 
fact it first applied in this manner to the 
labourers’ three separate increases of 4d. 
each on October 3, 1949, February 2, 1950, 
and July 3, 1950. The notice of this decision 
was promulgated on May 31, 1949, and was 
published by your journal shortly after. 

(3) A suggested manner of alleviating any 
future misunderstanding is for the client to 
insert the words “ and payable” after “ cur- 
rent” so that this clause would read “ rates 
of wageS . .. payable .. . in accordance 
with the rules and decisions . . . and current 
and payable at the date of tender.” 

FRANK E. MILDRED. 

Battersea, S.W.11. 


Operatives’ Wage Increase and Cost of 
Housing 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder 
IR,—Mr. Roberson’s 3,250 man-hours 
(The Builder, April 13) are mentioned 
in the Girdwood Committee’s First Report, 
and relate to 1947. Those I gave are men- 
tioned in the Second Report, and relate to 
1949. I stick to my figures. 
R. COoppock, 
General Secretary, N.F.B.T.O. 
Federal House, S.W.4. 


Russian Bricklaying Claims 

To THE Epiror oF The Builder 
IR,—In congratulating Mr. G. E. 
Andrews on his letter published in your 
issue of March 23, wherein he so ably “ de- 
bunks” the claim made by a recent visitor 
to Russia regarding the laying of 10 to 15 
thousand bricks per day by a Soviet brick- 
layer, may I draw attention to the fact that 
after Professor Bernal visited that country 
in 1949 he stated in a lecture. . . “ the target 
aimed at was to lay 5,000 bricks per man 
per day, but the actual reached was 1,600.” 

It is obviously unnecessary for me to com- 
ment on the differences between these 
figures, except to say that apparently a few 
thousand one way or another doesn’t appear 
to matter much when making claims about 
the output of Russian workers. It may be 
anticipated that when the next “Simple 
Simon” visits the land of the steppes he 
will be told that the bricklaying records have 
soared, but into the 30 thousands. 

One should always remember that these 
and other fantastic claims are made periodic- 
ally, purely as Soviet propaganda, when the 
Russians chose the more gullible of their 
visitors as a vehicle to this end. Actually, 
the number of bricks claimed to have been 
laid per man per day should be divided by 
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at least four, as two workers lay and spreaq 
the mortar, when the so-called bricklayer 
merely places the bricks handed to him by 
labourers, and is followed by others who 
“push ‘em plumb,” as no attempt is made 
(according to Professor Bernal) to lay them 
either strictly horizontal or vertical, as we 
do over here. In short, the result of this 
kind of work is so utterly slovenly ang 
uncraftsmanlike that any decent Clerk of 
Works would condemn it on sight, and even 
the Russians themselves admit that it is g9 
rough that it has to be covered up with 
stucco, which seldom lasts more than four 
or five winters without falling off. 

These visitors to Russia also tell us that 
about 50 per cent. of the bricklayers are 
women, and that the work goes on “at the 
same rate in the winter as the summer,” jp 
spite of the fact that the temperature often 
drops to 50 degrees below zero, and that 
when it snows the workers “go inside” 
until the snow stops, when they emerge, 
brush the snow off, and at once proceed 
with the bricklaying. 

I should like to draw attention to the 
fact that it often snows in Russia for four 
months on end, which would make it 
appear to be rather a long time for the 
workers to remain inside, and that when 
they do emerge, about ten feet of snow is 
rather a lot for the lady bricklayers to 
“brush off” before proceeding with their 
bricklaying. 

With regard to the claim of “ rapidity of 
erection” of buildings in the U.S.S.R., may 
we be informed what is the present position 
of the erection of the Palace of the Soviets 
which, according to their own propaganda, 
was started early in 1934 (nearly 20 years 
ago), as I am given to understand that it is 
little more than a hole in the ground, 
whereas the great U.N. skyscraper in 
“ capitalist” U.S.A. was completed and 
occupied in about a year. 

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, I feel sure that 
many of your readers must consider these 
Russian building claims such that they 
might well be incorporated in the next A.A. 
Pantomime as a comic turn. The two 
“corner” men could be the Tipperary-born 
Professor of Physics on the one side and the 
pantaloon parson on the other, backed by 
a supporting cast of students and staff 
and aided by a troupe of “ knock-about” 
building technicians. I feel sure that such 
a “turn” would bring any house down 
(particularly if it has been built by Russian 
lady-bricklayers who have laid the bricks at 
the rate of 15,000 per day, and at a tempera- 
ture of 50 degrees below zero). 

SIDNEY LOWETH. 

Westways, Bearsted, Kent. 


Builders in the City 

To THE Epitor oF The Builder 
SiR,—1 am interested to see your refer- 

ence to builders in Armourers’ Hall in 
your April 13 issue. You may be interested 
to know that prior to its déstruction in May, 
1941, the Institute of Clerks of Works of 
Great Britain Incorporated, as it is now 
styled, The Sanitary Inspectors’ Association 
and the Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters met regularly for busi- 
ness in Carpenters’ Hall, and the Hall was 
constantly used for lectures and exhibitions 
in connection with the building trades. It 
is hoped that when Carpenters’ Hall is rein 
stated, these close connections with the 
building industry will be resumed. 

H. C. OSBORNE, 
Clerk, Carpenters’ Company. 
28, Austin Friars, E.C.2. 
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Model of St. Lo Hospital, Normandy. 





ST. LO HOSPITAL, NORMANDY 


A Memorial to American Soldiers who died in the 
Liberation of France 


By B. S. TOWNROE, Hon.A.R.I1.B.A. 


ONE of the most modern hospitals in 
Europe, which is intended as a memorial 
to the United States soldiers who fell in 
the liberation of France, has now been built 
at St. Lo, in Normandy. This town was 
almost wiped out during the battles for 
the liberation of France in the summer of 
1944. The Ameriéans offered their help 
to rebuild the general hospital, and the 
French Ministry of Health accordingly 
prepared the plans in close consultation 
with the U.S. public health service. 

Mr. Paul Nelson, who was responsible 
for the Health City of Lille in 1932 and 
the Surgical Pavilion at Ismalia in Egypt 
in 1934, was appointed as chief architect. 
He was assisted by a group of French 
associates: Roger Gilbert, Marcel Mersier 
and Charles Sebillotte. 


Site Away from Town 


It was decided that there should be in 
all 400 beds, considered to be sufficient 
for the needs of the 70,000 people living 
in the district. A site was selected some 
distance away from the town in meadow- 
land. It was agreed that the wards should 
face south to obtain the maximum sunlight. 

The plans provided for ten floors, with 
general medical and administrative sections 
on the ground floor. Each storey is divided 
into two ward units of 20 to 30 beds. In 
some cases there are wards for only one, 
two or four patients. Each. ward unit has 
its Own services so handy that the distance 
between the post of the night nurse and 
that of the most far distant patient is not 
more than 75 feet. 


As there are so many storeys in the main 
building the greatest possible use has been 
made of lifts. 
rooms situated in a tower on the top of 
the building open to light and sunshine on 
all sides. 

The construction of the main skeleton 
of the building is of precast concrete. This 
is based on a 4-ft. module with spacing 
between the columns of 9ft. 6 in. The 
south fagade is a continuous glazed surface. 

The lighting is of special interest. There 
are breast walls in the ward sufficiently low 


There are even special sick. 


Architect : Paul Nelson 


to allow the greatest possible entry of day- 


light, and wherever possible large glass 
partitions assist natural lighting. There is 
fluorescent lighting in such rooms as 


kitchens and stores, and the ordinary type 
of electric lighting in’ the wards, offices, 
nurses’ rooms and living quarters. 


Radiant Panel Heating 


Heating is provided by radiant panels 
installed under the flooring with the temper- 
ature controlled by the heating or cooling 
of the air from the ventilation system. 
There is also air conditioning in the opera- 
ting theatres and maternity nurseries, 
mechanically contrived and working in con- 
junction with the heating control. 

Great trouble has been taken to make 
the wards as quiet as possible by means 
of sound insulation and by fitting linoleum 





Air view of rear of hospital (from a model) 
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in the corridors to deaden the sound of 
trolley wheels and footsteps. 


The money to pay for this model hos- 
pital has been found partly by French 
Government departments, and partly by 
American Aid to France. Recently some 
193,000,000 francs were given from the 
insurance received from the Friendship train 
fire. The financing of the hospital is there- 
for a good example of international co- 
operation. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Festival of Britain (Northern Ireland) 
Competitions 


THE ASSESSOR, Mr. Desmond Fitzgerald, 
B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., has made his award in 
the competitions for designs for (a) a Seaside 
Hotel and (b) a Recreation Centre, organised 
by the Royal Society of Ulster Architects and 
C.E.M.A. on behalf of the Festival of 
Britain (Northern Ireland) Committee. 


THE SEASIDE HOTEL 


Ist (£200): No. 25: Patrick Horsburgh, 
A.A.Dipl.(Hons.), A.R.I.B.A., 84, York 
Mansions, Battersea Park, London, S.W.11. 

2nd (£100): No. 19: J. E. Clarke, A.R.1.B.A., 
and C. Munro, A.R.I.B.A., 23, Thornhill- 
drive, Belfast. 

3rd (£50): No. 22: Noel E. Campbell, 
A.R.I1.B.A., and John Wilkinson, A.R.I.B.A., 
Whitehall Chambers, Coleraine, Co. Derry. 

Hon. Mention: No. 4.—Max Clendinning, 
Richhill, Co. Armagh; and 

No. 21.—A. D. H. Thompson, A.R.I.B.A., 
13, Cerfagh-place, Finaghy, Belfast. 

The winning design is illustrated in this 


issue. 
THE RECREATION CENTRE 
1st (£100): No. 13: A. H. Martin, 7, 
Somerton-park, Belfast. 
2nd (£50): No. 20: F. A.~ Evans, 
M.Inst.R.A., 25, Harbourfield-road, Banstead, 


Surrey. 

3rd (£25): No. 12: C. F. D. Dunbar, 135, 
Ulsterville-avenue, Belfast. 

Hon. Mention: No. 18—E. W. Mac- 
Donald, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 47, 
Lindsay-road, East Kilbride, Scotland. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


FESTIVAL HALL, HESWALL, WIRRAL. Promoted 
by Wirral U.D.C. Premiums: £500, £350 and £250. 
Assessors : Mr. P. Garland Fairhurst, M.A., F.R.I.B.A. 
Conditions from: Mr. W. F. Roberts, Clerk of the 
Council, Council Offices, Heswall, Wirral, Cheshire. 
Dep. £2 2s. Closing date for designs: April 28, 1951. 
January 12 and 26, 1951. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL.—Promoted by Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee. Premiums : £2,000, 
£1,500 and £1,000. Assessors: Sir Percy Thomas, 
P-P.R.LB.A.: Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A.; and Mr 
Howard Robertson, A.R.A. Conditions from : The 
Secretary, Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction Committee, 
22, Bayley-lane, Coventry. Dep. £2 2s. Closing date for 
designs : July 20, 1951. November 3, 1950. 

AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE BUILD- 
INGS, SOUTH SHIELDS. Promoted by South Shields 
County Borough. Premiums: £500, £250 and £100. 
Mr. S. W. Milburn, M.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. 
. Harold Ayrey, Town Clerk 
a Dep. £2 2s. Closing date 
for designs : July 21,1951. January 19, 1951. 

COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION, POOLE.— 
Promoted by Dorset County Council. Premiums: £1,000, 
£500 and £300. Assessors: Mr. Julian Leathart, 
F.R.LB.A., Mr. S. A. W. J. Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch, 
A.R.LB.A., Mr. H. E. Matthews, F.R.I.B.A., Mr. J. 
Haynes, M.A. (County Education Officer), and Mr. H. J. 
Shelley, O.B.E. (Chief Inspector M. of E.). Conditions 
from : Clerk to County Council, County Hall, Dorchester, 
Dorset. Dep. £1 1s. Closing date for designs : September 


30, 1951. Last day for questions : April 30. February 23. 


Dates in italics at the end of paragraphs refer to issues 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competitions 


appeared. 
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SEASIDE HOTEL FOR FESTIVAL OF BRITAIN 


Organised ‘by Royal Society of 


LLUSTRATED in the following pages is 
the winning design submitted in the 
competition for a seaside hotel on a given 
site at Glencraig, Craigavad, Co. Down. 
Following are extracts from the report of 
the winner, Mr. Patrick B. Horsbrugh, 
A.A.Dipl.(Hons.), A.R.I.B.A.:— 


The Site: It has been assumed that Glen- 
craig House and its outbuildings have been 
demolished. The existing character and 
plantations of the park have been main- 
tained, and the proposed buildings disposed 
in a way that will have the least effect upon 
the landscape while making the most of the 
available advantages. 


The Layout: The entrance and line of 
the existing carriageway is maintained, being 
continued in a curve eastwards across. the 
site of the house, and along the lines of trees 
to the north of the orchard. It is suggested 
that: 


1. The terracing and planting of the 
formal garden be left tidy, but untended, 
and to become a “romantic wilderness.” 


2. The walled kitchen, garden and 
greenhouses be restored to their former 
use and that a groundsman’s house be 
made in the north-west corner in place of 
the potting sheds. ° 


3. That the field between the orchard 
and the line of trees be reserved for a 
future riding school and stables. 


4. That all fences, hedges, etc., should 
be removed in order to unify the whole 
park and to regain the sense of spacious- 
ness. 

The obliteration of all paths and cart 
tracks is also desirable. 

The layout plan shows the continued line 
of the driveway curving back between two 
plantations and serving the tennis courts. 
These are set-on a N-S axi@on ground of 
moderate gradient and receive some protect- 
tion from the existing trees. Excavation and 
banking are necessary, and a circular terrace 
has been provided to allow space for specta- 
tors during demonstration matches, etc. 
Protective and background planting is shown 
and consists of varying species of rhododen- 
dron and berberis, and building up to chest- 
nuts and limes. Additional car standing 
space is also provided, so that the cars of 
players and spectators do not impede the 
movements of hotel visitors. The putting 


* green and children’s playground are in the 


immediate vicinity of the hotel and under 
observation from the hall and entrances. 

The serpentine driveway is designed to 
serve all the various activities without 
branches, and also to expose the extent and 
quality of the park and views, at the same 
time making full use of existing routes. 


Public Rooms, etc. Brick weight-bearing 
walls. Reinforced concrete roofs and 
columns, inflated balloons or suspended 
fabric to form shuttering according to 
whether domed or tent-like ceilings are re- 
quired. Concrete would be applied by 
spraying. 

Particular attention to waterproofing and 
drains will be necessary since the roofs~are 
to be covered with soil and planted. 

Bedroom Wings: Reinforced concrete 
floors cantilevered between two rows of 


Ulster Architects and C.E.M.A. 


columns which also contain service and water 
ducts—11 in. cavity walls of brick. 


The outer walls to be cement rendered and 
waterproofed and to receive varying treat- 
ment according to position: (1) panels of 
conventional “ pebble-dash ” where a loca} 
aggregate is used and selected for its colour 
value; (2) panels containing bedroom wip- 
dows to be painted white; (3) north elevation 
of three-storey block and east elevation of 
six-storey block to be entirely “ pebble- 
dashed,” then sprayed with “ Cinzano Blue,” 
which will wash off the pebbles but will re- 
main on the cement and in the crevices. All] 
woodwork, metalwork and windows to be 
painted white. Roofing to be of corrugated 
“ Cellactite ” cut to remain true to the appro- 
priate curvatures—black “ Cellactite” for 
the high bloék and battleship grey for the 
lower wing. 


In order to save on the cost of internal 
spaciousness, rigid economies in materials 
and workmanship, particularly in speed of 
building, have been sought. -The conven- 
tional “ pebble-dash ” and paint are quickly 
applied to a rough exterior, while inside all 
ceilings are to be sprayed with granulated 
cork or cork substitute, and walls to be 
“ pebble-dashed ” again, but with a finer 
aggregate, which can be over-painted when 
the need arises. The constant curving of 
walls makes them less “ usable” than the 
normal rectilinear forms, and they can there- 
fore afford a rougher surface. 


The Plan: The small headland, the sea 
wall and slight reduction of the slope of 
ground were influences which helped to 
determine the location of the building, while 
views from the various rooms and from the 
park above confirmed the choice and 
established the several dispositions. The 
plan form arises in particular from the sub- 
division of the schedule of requirements into: 
three sections: Public accommodation and 
services; bedroom accommodation; _bed- 
room wing .for seasonal occupation. 
Particular care was taken to ensure that the 
incomplete hotel would not have an un- 
finished appearance, and that when the time 
for expansion arrived the additions could 
be made without inconvenience to guests or 
management, For the multi-storeyed wings 
the central corridor arrangement is con- 
sidered to be the most economical, but 
efforts have been made to reduce the effect 
of length by periodic widenings which serve 
doorways and ensure greater privacy and 
quietness. 


The repetition of circular forms used for 
the main body of the hotel is employed to 
give character, to pay tribute to the views, 
to accord with the site and to maintain a 
unity and a “ flowing ” interconnection. The 
corners produced by the intersections of 
circles and the floor are filled by the floor 
surface curving upwards in a generous sweep 
and producing an easily swept surface. 

Estimate: Public rooms and services and 
the manager’s flat, £61,000; wing contain- 
ing 17 double and 6 single bedrooms with 
all services, £31,000; approximate total for 
accommodation—Part 1, £92,000; wing con- 
taining 40 double and 11 single bedrooms 
with all services and lift, £29,000; heating 
and lighting for the total building, £6,500; 
approximate total for complete building, 
£127,500. 
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Elevations 


COMPETITION FOR SEASIDE HOTEL, ORGANISED BY ROYAL SOCIETY OF ULSTER ARCHITECTS 
WINNING DESIGN: By PATRICK HORSBRUGH, A.A.Dipl. (Hons.), A.R.I.B.A. 
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Manages apanrnennt 


First-floor plan 


scole of feat 
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Ground-floor plan 


COMPETITION FOR SEASIDE HOTEL, ORGANISED BY ROYAL SOCIETY OF ULSTER ARCHITECTS 
WINNING DESIGN; By PATRICK HORSBRUGH, A.A.Dipl. (Hons.), A.R.1B.A. 
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MEMORIAL PULPIT AND FONT, 
OOSTERBEEK CHURCH, HOLLAND 


DESIGNED BY JOHN E. M. MACGREGOR, 
F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A. 


HIS pulpit and font have been installed in the church of 
Oosterbeek, Holland, to commemorate the famous air- 
borne landing at Arnhem in 1944 and the battle fought in 
the vicinity of the church.- They are designed on the lines 
commonly used in Holland, but in detailing them the effort 
has been made to harmonise with the reconstructed old 
church, but avoiding any form of period reproduction. 
In case of the font the design expresses the descent of an 
open parachute. It is carved from Portland stone and is 
duodeconal on plan. The badge of the Airborne Forces 
is carved in relief in a roundel on one of the panels of the bowl, 
and this badge is decorated in the proper colours. The 
hinged cover is of wrought copper and iron. The pulpit 
was made by E. Bowman and Sons, of Stamford, and the 
font by A. R. Mowbray and Co., Ltd., of London. 
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BUILDING TRADE WORKERS’ HOLIDAY HOME, LAKE LUCERNE 


HANS & GRET REINHARD, 
ARCHITECTS 


wit the money that they have 

accumulated for strike pay, 
which has not been required for 
its purpose, the building trade 
operatives’ organisation of Switzer- 
land have built for their members a 
summer holiday home between 
Gersau and Vitznau, on Lake 
Lucerne. Mr. W. Keith Martin, 
of Eastbourne, who sends us the 
photographs and plan illustrated in 
these pages, writes: ‘‘ There is 
surely a good lesson to be learned 
here: do not strike but use the 
money in improving the welfare 
of the workers.” Designed by 
Mr. and Mrs. Reinhard, the home 
offers a very high standard of 
accommodation. 
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View of sleeping-blocks. Below: corner of the lounge 
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A FARMHOUSE, SMAIRDEN, 


KENT 


D. ADSHEAD GRANT, B.Arch.(L’pool), A.R.I.B.A.. ARCHITECT 


HIS farmhouse was recently erected on a 43-acre farm 
in the Weald of Kent. The site is an open field which 
slopes down gently to a tributary of the Medway to the north, 
with an orchard on the east side and a copse on the west. 
The internal planning had to fulfil certain specific require- 
ments laid down by the client while still conforming, extern- 
ally, with the traditional buildings of the locality which 
range from Elizabethan to Early Georgian, both character- 
ised, among other things, by 50 deg. pitch roofs (mostly 
with ‘“‘ cropped gables ” or “ jerkin heads’) and the 2xten- 
sive use of weathertiling. The principal planning feature of 
an unorthodox nature is the shower and drying room 
immediately adjoining the rear entrance. Here, the farmer 
can wash and change after returning from the fields before 
passing through to the rest of the house. 

Another feature is the centrally located convector fire 
which provides general overall warmth in the hall, staircase 
and passages in addition to background heating, by means 
of ducts, in the two bedrooms. The fire is fitted with a hot- 
water boiler and all the attendant plumbing is grouped 
close to the stack. The projecting bay windows are a 
development of similar windows to be seen in some of the 
neighbouring Elizabethan houses. Apart from the deep 
foundations, as recommended by the B.R.S. for use in 
shrinkable clays, the construction is traditional. Although 
economies necessitated the reduction of the inner skin of 
the cavity walls to 3 in., laid brick on edge, the external walls 
at first-floor level are built in 9-in. sand-limes laid in rat- 
trap bond to correspond with the gauge of the weathertiling. 

Internal decorations have been kept as simple as possible, 
with off-white distemper on the walls and similar gloss 
paint on the woodwork. 

The contract price was £2,590 and the work was carried 
out by W. P. Woodgate, Ltd., of High Halden. The 





following firms supplied the principal materials, fittings or 
specialists’ services :— 


Ashford and Nockolt, Ltd., multi-red facings ; Sevenoaks Brickworks, 
Ltd., sand-lime bricks; S. F. Pascall, Frittenden, rustic tiles; True Flue, 
Ltd., convector flue; Flavels of Leamington, Metro convector fire; 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., metal windows; Monarch Flooring 
Co., Ltd., woodblock floors; Marley Tile Co., Ltd., tiled floors; J. W. 
Hall and Co., Ltd., sanitary fittings; W.N. Froy and Sons, Ltd., door 
furniture; Woodgate and Elsworth, Ltd., electrical installation. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE HOUSING NEEDS OF OLD PEOPLE 
Discussion Meeting at the R.I.B.A. 


A DISCUSSION meeting for the ex- 
change of views between architects 
and representatives of voluntary and statu- 
tory bodies concerned with housing old 
people was held at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, in London, on April 13. 
Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, Mus.B.(Cantab), 
M.A.(Oxon), P-P.R.I.B.A., occupied the 
chair. 

Opening the meeting, THE CHAIRMAN said 
he particularly appreciated the urgency of 
the problem of providing places for old 
people where they could live happily, 
because for a long time he had been trea- 
surer of the Architects’ Benevolent Society, 
and over and over again he had had to con- 
sider the question of how to keep people 
with their heads above water, with a 
degree of independence, and, above all, out 
of an institution, as they would say. 

The first of the three principal speakers, 
Sig EDWARD BLIGH, Chief Officer of the 
Welfare Department of the L.C.C., said there 
were about 5,000,000 old people in this 
country, and nrost people in the general 
community continued to live in their own 
homes when they grew old. “ They can do 
so if they are fortunate enough to be rea- 
sonably healthy and if their spouse is still 
alive, or they have a daughter who can 
help them with the housekeeping,” the 
speaker continued. “It is the lone old 
people with whom we are mainly con- 
cerned, and the traditional system in this 
country is that they should live with their 
children. In the well-to-do classes the 
marriage settlements provide that the widow 
should have a dower house, and in other 
groups there is the old tradition represented 
by the legal phrase ‘free bench,’ which I 
happened to notice in some deeds of my 
house when I was looking through them the 
other day. That phrase suggests, that it 
was recognised in the past that the old per- 
sons had the right to sit by the fire and at 
the board of their sons and daughters. We 
find that it is more usual for old women to 
be cared for in that way by their families 
than it is for old men to be so cared for. 
We have more old men than old women 
coming into our homes for care and atten- 
tion, in spite of the fact that there are many 
more widows than widowers. 


More State Help 


“It is often said that the sense of family 
solidarity and also the willingness of friends 
and neighbours to help are diminishing. We 
are finding, in the development of our 
national life, that it is becoming necessary 
for the Welfare State to provide more of 
the services which were formerly given by 
telatives and neighbours. The latest deve- 
lopment is that put forward in the circular 
of the Ministry of Health urging Old 
People’s Welfare Committees to draw up 
lists of old people who need visiting and 
help, and corresponding lists of volunteers 
who are willing to do that visiting and give 
that help; in other words, to do for the 
general population what the relieving officer 
of the past used to do for those old people 
who had the benefits of the Poor Law. 


“One of the main aids to old people to 
enable them to maintain themselves in the 
general community is provided by the archi- 
tectural profession, namely, the housing 
which is provided for old people,” the 
speaker continued. “The general aim of 


local authorities now is, I think, to allocate 
5 per cent. of their new building to the 
special needs of old people, and they 
generally provide such housing in the form 
of two-storey flats or bungalows. They can 
either scatter the houses amongst those of 
the general population, or put them in 
groups. Those of you who visit the old 
villages and towns in this country will 
notice the great number of grouped cottages 
for old people. That has been the tradi- 
tional way of looking after widows and 
widowers in their old age, keeping them 
somewhat separate from the hurly-burly of 
ordinary houses, but at the same time keep- 
ing them well within the town or the 
village. 


Advantages of Reconditioning 

“The local authorities can either build 
new houses for old people, or recondition 
existing cottages and almshouses, and you 
will see that under present conditions I am 
in favour of as much reconditioning as 
possible. 

“The first question, obviously, is whether 
these homes should be large ones or small 
ones. The general opinion now is that they 
ought to be small, and that the large homes 
should be abolished as soon as _ possible. 
Let us be realistic about this matter. I am 
responsible, under the London County 
Council, for dealing with 6,000 old people, 
and, in spite of our accepting most faith- 
fully the policy of replacing large homes by 
small ones and doing a great deal in that 
direction, the fact remains that 4,800 of the 
6,000 old people are still in our large homes 
and we have only been able to provide small 
homes for 1,200. 

“T should like to go into the question of 
the large home versus the small home, 
because the matter is not so clear and simple 
as seems to be generally assumed. You 
must take it from me that there are very 
many old men and old women who would 
rather live in a large home than in a small 
one. I do not think that many people yet 
realise what a very great change has been 
made in these institutions. I admit that 
they are the former workhouses and that 
they were called institutions. I yery often 
take people of all kinds into these large 
homes, and they express astonishment at 
the very great change that has taken place 
in them in the last few years. As you know, 
the old people who live in them are com- 
pletely free to go in and out as they like. 
They have their own clothes. They have 
an income and pay a guinea a week for their 
keep. They have no work té do. Amenities 
of all kinds are provided for them. The first 
thing that you see as you go in at the door 
may be a bowl of goldfish. Canteens are 
provided. If you make friends with a resi- 
dent, he can take you into a very nice little 
cafe and treat you to a cup of tea or coffee 
and a bun: We send the old people away 
for seaside holidays. We take them out in 
charabancs, and if we take them to races 
we put them into touch with bookies. We 
encourage them in handicrafts; I will not 
call it occupational therapy, and, in fact, I 
would rather call it hobbies than handi- 
crafts. 


No Longer “ Workhouses ” 
“T think-it is wrong to go on saying that 


old people are still being put into work- 
houses. It causes a great deal of distress to 
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their relatives and friends, and it is not true. 
I am not saying that there are not draw- 
backs in these large homes. The dormi- 
tories are big, with long rows of beds. We 
can, I hope, overcome that drawback by 
what is called cubicalisation. 


“I should like architects to feel that they 
can do something in connection with the 
large homes by adaptation. There is great 
scope for the skill and imagination of archi- 
tects in adapting these existing large build- 
ings, which we cannot do without, in such 
a way as to make them more homely and 
pleasant.” 


Another important question was that of 
single rooms and bed-sitting-rooms. The 
Ministry of Health was resolute in pressing 
local authorities to provide single rooms 
and even bed-sitting-rooms. He thought it 
was a little inconsistent to say that the great 
curse Of old age was loneliness and then, 
when old people were brought into a home, 
to put them into single rooms. “It is a fact 
that the lonely old people enjoy the com- 
pany in our homes, and many of them have 
a horror of sleeping alone. They are afraid 
of what may happen to them in the night, 
and it is a great comfort to many old men 
and women to fee! that they are not sleeping 
alone.” 

On the question of gardens, their experi- 
ence was that the smaller the garden the 
better, and it was a delusion to suppose that 
old people were able to deal with allotments. 


High Cost Per Bed 


“With regard to costs and standards, I 
do not think that Mr. Llewellyn Smith will 
be abie to resist referring to the high cosis 
of our old people’s home at the Festival 
site in Poplar,” Sir Edward Bligh continued. 
“TI can assure you that if the cost is high 
it is not the usual Festivak inflation. It is 
due to the insistence of the Ministry of 
Health on standards which are resulting in 
a cost of £1,300 or £1,400 per bed. 1 went 
to the Ministry of Health and tried to bring 
the officers there down to earth, but they 
looked at me as if I were a sort of Fascist 
wolf or Fascist hyena. I think that some 
of these old men, who have lived strenuous 
and simple lives and are then put into a 
home with fitted carpets, panelled walls and 
club chairs, must feel rather like Christopher 
Sly in the ‘Taming of the Shrew.’ They 
must wake up sometimes and rub their eyes, 
and wonder what it is that has made them 
into lords.” 


Mrs. M. N. HILL, chairman of ihe 
Hornsey Housing Trust and chairman and 
founder of the Hill Homes, said she was 
going to speak more about the 96 per cent. 
or 98 per cent. of old people who lived in 
their own homes and who wished to live 
there for as long as possible. 


“When I came to think of what the 
housing needs of the old were, it seemed to 
me to be a very simple matter,” said Mrs. 
Hill. ‘ What the old want are convenient 
dwellings, flats or houses, where they can 
live by themselves for as long a time as 
possible. A very large number of designs 
for such homes have been and are being 
made, and it all seemed very simple and 
there seemed to be very little else to be 
said. But is it so simple? In some areas 
small houses and flats will be built, 
especially in the devastated areas, where 
there is space for them, but, as I see it, the 
problem is not solely a question of the sort 
of dwellings that we propose to build in the 
near or the distant future for old people. J 
want to emphasise the question of how they 
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can live in reasonable comfort at the present 


time. 
An Immense Task 


“With regard 


4,000,000 


over, about 
year are needed for replacements. 
fore, from every point of view, we cannot 


ignore existing houses and we must not 


concentrate entirely on new building. 


“The area which I know best has a popu- 
lation of about 80,000 people, and about 
16 per cent. of them (i.e., about 13,000) are 
old age pensioners. Since the war 50 houses 
or flats have been built for the old and 20 
more are in immediate planning, making a 
total of 70. In other words, the new houses 
in built-up areas aré almost negligible in 
number and are likely to be so for a long 
time to come.” 


One argument for the immediate build- 
ing of a certain number of houses for old 
people was that if an old couple or a single 
person could be offered good alternative 
accommodation they would leave the 
houses which were too big for them, and 
those houses would become available for 
family use. Therefore in building very 
small houses we should release much larger 
houses for families. “This happened in a 
small estate of 34 bungalows, which we 
succeeded in persuading our Council to build 
after the war,” Mrs, Hill went on. ‘The 
building of these 34 bungalows brought 
people out of 20 to 30 houses with two to 
four bedrooms. These people would not 
move, because they were comfortable in 
their houses, unless something more or less 
equivalent was offered to them. This hous- 


to future building, the 
editor of The Builder stated recently that, if 
every family in Britain is to get an ideal 
individual home, we need to build from 
to 6,000,000 more and at the 
present rate of building in 20 years even the 
smaller estimate may not be achieved. More- 
100,000 to 200,000 homes a 
There- 
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ing problem does not concern only the very 
poor, for many people with a certain amount 
of money would be really thankful for 
small and comfortable flatlets in exchange 
for their houses. This solution would be 
easier if people were more willing to dispose 
of some of their furniture. 


“The great majority of old people are 
living in one or two rooms in somebody 
else’s house, usually upstairs, seldom with 
any real amenities and with little privacy. 
Furthermore, they are in constant fear of 
being turned out. 


“Of a random sample of about 100 old 
people only 6 per cent. lived in a small 
house and 25 per cent. of them lived on the 
second or third floor. Of those living in 
divided houses, only 11 per cent. had self- 
contained flats. Incidentally, only 5 per 
cent. had gas fires and 8 per cent. modern 
coal fires. It would be seen from these 
figures that only a very small number had 
conditions in which reasonable comfort 
could be obtained when the frailties of old 
age began to be experienced. 


The Immediate Problem 


“The important immediate problem 
seems to me to be to give greater con- 
venience to those living in other people’s 
houses,” the speaker continued. ‘ The best 
answer so far seems to have been in the 
Housing Trusts, of which there are several 
good examples. The Churchill Homes have 
now been able to alter some 39 or 40 houses 
and to provide excellent accommodation for 
old people in small flatlets, and in some of 
their more modern homes they are providing 
a mid-day meal.” 

Old houses of fairly good structure 
existed in their thousands anda great deal 
more use must be made of them. It was 
one of the problems of the housing authori- 
ties to find out how best this could be done. 





MOSAIC PORTRAITS, COMMUNITY 3,CENTRE, ACCRA 


THE design for this mosaic mural decora- 
tion over the main entrance, main hall, 
of the Community Centre, Accra, Gold 
Coast, was selected by competition among 
African artists, some of whom were in 
traning in this country, and was won by 
Kofi Antubam. The English translation of 
an inscription over the entrance is:— 
“Behold how good it is if brethren 
unite to live.” 
The figures, vertical side motifs and in- 
scription are in 4-in. x }-in. squares of Carter 
ceramic mosaics, glazed and unglazed 


colours, fixed flush with the background of 
coloured cement rendering. 
and buffs, 


Colours used 


are browns greys and black 





enriched with glazed reds, greens, blues and 
yellows. The mosaics were fixed by native 
labour under the direction of the designer. 
The architects for the Community Centre are 
Messrs. Fry, Drew and Partners, and the 
builders Messrs. George Watson and Co., 
Ltd., of Accra. 








Head of chief’s wife 


April 20 195] 


Local authorities had power to buy and 
reconstruct existing houses. It was to be 
hoped that here, as in so many other 
present-day schemes, the aim would not be 
perfection for the few and nothing for the 
rest. “We see this in so many directions, 
and, although ideal plans should be made, 
we must return to simplicity and adhere to jt 
for years to come. Broadly speaking, the 
older people are content with simple dwell- 
ings, provided that they ean have the 
necessary conveniences; they do not desire 
labour-saving devices on any large scale, | 
am quite certain that insistence on standards 
which are quite beyond the community in 
matters of expense and difficulty of obtain- 
ing supplies, should not be maintained at the 
present time. It is curious to me that a 
Socialist State which desires, and rightly 
desires, a far greater equal:ty of reasonable 
living than has obtained in the past, should 
unfortunately have produced this condition of 
perfection for some and nothing for the rest, 
This applies particularly to the old. We have 
ideal hospital arrangements for some, but 
it means that numbers of others die with 
practically no attention at all. *To return 
to our present subject, we have flats being 
built at a cost of £1,000 to £1,500 each for 
a few fortunate people, while the vast 
majority live in extreme discomfort without 
conveniences of any kind.” 


On the subject of conversion, Mrs. Hill 
said that it was very much less than the cost 
of new building. The older type of house 
had certain advantages over new buildings 
in that the rooms were larger and less uni- 
form in design. Many people still clung to 
the possibility of individuality. They liked 
their old type of houses, which would absorb 
their large furniture, and they liked their old 
neighbourhoods and shops. They also liked 
the difference between their accommodation 
and that of their neighbours. 


“In the past, comfort for the body has 
been the first consideration in hospital and 
home, and practically no consideration has 
been given to occupation and delight for 
the mind,” Mrs. Hill continued. “In this 
connection I take the view that too great 
perfection of planning may even take away 
some of the pleasures of life. The joys of 
making the best of things and of adjusting 
existing conditions to reasonable living can 
be very great. In the housing of even the 
most frail, this should be constantly borne 
in mind, and it should be realised that the 
possibilities of occupation, social life and 
diversions are more important (if there has 
to be a choice between the two) than per- 
fection of the house and ideal cubic dimen- 
sions. 


“To sum up, I should like to give you a 
picture of the ideal housing conditions for 
old people. We will assume that in middle- 
age husband and wife lived in a house or 
flat which was reasonably convenient and 
had pleasant surroundings. We will imagine 
that both husband and wife are wearing well 
and do not consider themselves old, though 
they are between 60 and 70 years of age. 
The family has grown up and gone away, 
and the accommodation of the husband and 
wife has become too large for them. Ideally, 
they should move into a smaller house or 
flat, and they would probably be very will- 
ing to do this if the new accommodation 
was as convenient as their present home and 
was essentially private. If it was not, they 
would prefer to remain where they are, 
although burdened with unnecessary house- 
work and expense. If they could move into 
a smaller house or flat, or even two con- 
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necting rooms, and be given security of 
tenure, they should be able to settle down 
comfortably for another 10 or 15 years, 
and perhaps longer. This is assuming that 
ancillary services such as home helps, visit- 
ing nurses, etc., are available in times of 
temporary illness. 

“If there is a text for my views on hous- 
ing the old, it is to consider the simple needs 
of the many at the present time and not 
to dream too much about future Utopias,” 
Mrs. Hill concluded. 


Ideal Requirements 

Mr. A. LLEWELLYN SMITH, M.B.E., M.A. 
(Oxon), F.R.1.B.A., architect to the Shore- 
ditch, Hackney and Highbury Housing 
Association, said it was, of course, easy for 
any of us to form in our minds a picture 
of the ideal cottage or flat for people of 
advancing years—a simple labour-saving 
dwelling with warm and cheerful rooms 
carefully screened from draughts, flooded 
with sunlight from southerly windows, an 
open fire blazing on the hearth, a sheltered 
garden or balcony from which to watch the 
world go by. But unfortunately many of 
these ideal requirements were to some extent 
in mutual conflict. An open fire involved 
extra labour in carrying and filling coal 
scuttles, in laying and stoking the fire, in 
removing cinders and in extra cleaning, and 
it only partly warmed the room. Large 
windows involved considerable heat losses 
and draughts unless the effects were counter- 
acted by central heating. 

“Most of these ideal requirements, how- 
ever, except perhaps the open fire, can “be 
combined in a single dwelling, provided that 
one can pay the price, and the question is, 
therefore, mainly an economic one,” Mr. 
Smith went on. “The problem throughout 
the country is so vast that it is essential to 
look at it in the right perspective. The best 
is definitely the enemy of the good. Our 
real problem is to find the very simplest and 
cheapest form in which we can _ provide 
homes suitable for elderly people. The 
higher the cost of the individual dwelling, 
the fewer the dwellings that we shall be able 
to provide. We must seek the minimum 
rather than the maximum, because, in the 
words of Edward Lear, ‘the higher the 
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fewer’. 

The first necessity in siting old people’s 
homes was that the homes should be as 
close as possible to the neighbourhood where 
the old people had previously lived and 
within easy reach of their relatives and 
friends. Seclusion was not particularly im- 
portant, because old people did not seem to 
be worried by the noise of traffic; indeed, 
they hated to feel that they were cut off 
from the main stream of life. A public 
garden where they could sit in the sun and 
watch children playing around them was a 
great boon. 


- Conditions such as I have mentioned 
may be fairly simple to realise in a village 
or a country town, but in a large built-up 
area they imply a relatively expensive site.” 
said Mr. Smith. “ Undeveloped land on the 
Outskirts or in the surrounding country 
might be reasonably cheap, but it would be 
much too far from the old people’s previous 
homes and connections. Generally, houses 
for the elderly will have to be provided in 
fully developed areas. where land is rela- 
tively dear. 

At the Newcombe Estate in Highbury, 
Where an old vicarage garden was acquired 
on very favourable terms at the beginning 
of 1947, the cost of the land and the legal 
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expenses worked out at about £70 per head, 
and I should doubt whether the average 
cost of land per head for old people’s dwel- 
lings in built-up areas is likely to be much 
less than £100.” 

Bungalows, of course, were ideal for old 
people, but any general development aver- 
aging less than three storeys was unecono- 
mical in urban areas. Old people seemed 
to prefer two-storey cottages to flats, but 
he did not know the reason for that. “ Per- 
sonally, I think that, where bungalows are 
not economically possible, old people’s 
dwellings should take the form of blocks of 
flats rather than cottages; that old people 
need not be restricted to the ground floor 
and the first floor but can be accommodated 
as high as the second floor; and that, where 
on other grounds two-storey cottages seem 
to be the most suitable form of develop- 
ment, they should take the form of cottage 
flats, in which each dwelling is entirely on 
one level. 

“The great majority of eldérly people 
who require separate accommodation will 
be single or widowed old ladies living by 
themselves, but a fair amount of provision 
will be needed for elderly married couples. 
Therefore, with but few exceptions, we shall 
be concerned with one-bedroom dwellings or 
bed-sitting-rooms, possibly with a bed recess. 
In addition to that, we are told that these 
dwellings need a kitchen, a bath and a water 
closet, storage for provisions, an indoor fuel 
store, and a satisfactory means of refuse 
disposal. The truth is, that to provide each 
old lady with her own bathroom and w.c. 
is no less wasteful in a new building than 
it is in a conversion, and, if it were not for 
the subsidy operating in the case of struc- 
turally separate dwellings, no one would 
dream of it. The cost of building nowadays 
is so great that extravagance of this kind 
really must be avoided. 

“Old people’s dwellings have few special 
requirements when compared with other 
types of housing, but there are certain points 
which should be watched; they are mostly 
points of detail. Staircases should be pro- 
vided with wall hand-rails in addition to the 
balustrade on the outer edge. Floor sur- 
faces should be carefully selected for their 
non-slip qualities. Cupboards, meters and 
so forth should be planned so as to avoid all 
unnecessary stooping and stretching. Grab- 
rails should be provided for baths and may 
be necessary also in w.c.s, though possibly 
not in dwellings intended for old people who 
are still fairly capable of looking after 
themselves. Another point which is perhaps 
important is that staples for bolts and keeps 
for rim locks, particularly on.bathroom and 
w.c. doors, should be fixed with 4-in. screws 
so that it is easy to force the door from the 
outside in case of necessity. 


Importance of Heating 

“There is one special problem in the de- 
sign of old people’s dwellings to which I 
want to refer in some detail: it is the ques- 
tion of heating. Old people are generally 
more sensitive than others to cold and 
draughts, and they undoubtedly have a sen- 
timental attachment to the open coal fire, 
with all its inefficiency and other drawbacks. 
My own view is that this is a case in which 
personal preferences should be ignored. The 


proper course, wherever it is economically 


possible, is to instal central heating through- 
out, and to provide fixed gas or electric 
panel fires, controlled by slot meters, for 
occasional use in spring and autumn. If 
central heating is installed, it will obviously 
be sensible to provide also a central hot 
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water supply. Unfortunately, the difficulty 
of financing schemes of old people’s dwel- 
lings at all is so great that the additional 
cost of installing central heating and hot 
water cannot always be faced. 


“The cost of housing elderly people by 
means of new building is so appalling that 
it raises the question whether the problem 
ought to be tackled in this way at all. Sir 
Edward Bligh has referred to the Festival 
home at Poplar, and he rather challenged 
me, I think, on the subject. I have a few 
figures, admittedly taken from a journal, but 
I hope they are accurate. The cost is said 
to be £65,970—I suppose that is the contract 
figure—for a home for old people contain- 
ing 33 single and eight double bedrooms. If 
that figure represents the total cost, it works 
out at about £1,346 per head. I venture to 
think that, if it is really necessary to spend 
such a sum in order to rehouse one elderly 
person, sufficient funds will never be avail- 
able to make much impression on the prob- 
lem, no matter who foots the bill, and it is 
idle to talk about subsidies and so forth, 
because this country cannot afford them.” 


Mr. P. L. LEIGH-BREESE (Secretary of the. 


Guinness Trust and Chairman of the National 
Housing and Town Planning Council), said 
that as they saw it, there were three kinds of 
dwellings that were wanted. “The first is 
the self-contained dwelling for the old 
couple and the old widow. widower or single 
person, who lives alone. Then there is the 
next stage of accommodation. I do not 
like the term ‘halfway house’ for it, be- 
cause that seems to me (and I am quite 
serious in this) to indicate that it is halfway 
towards the ultimate end, but some accom- 
modation is wanted for those in need of care 
and attention, that is to say, those who want 
perhaps a smaller dwelling and some 
assistance with ‘their meals and fires, the 
cleaning of their rooms, and so on. Lastly, 
there is need for very much more provision 
for the chronic aged sick, and in that con- 
nection I want to stress the need for the 
closest co-operation between all the re- 
sponsible authorities at the very inception 
of any scheme. 


Divided Responsibility 

“One of the arrangements which some of 
us do not like at the present moment is 
that the housing needs of old people are 
the responsibility of the housing authorities, 
their welfare needs—i.e., their care and 
attention—are the responsibility of the wel- 
fare authorities, and their chronic aged sick 
needs are the responsibility of the Regional 
Hospital Boards. That results in a great 
deal of delay in getting old people looked 
after and transferred from one place to 
another quickly and properly.” 

Mr. Leigh-Breese added that one of the 
things which old people specially wanted 
was the comfort and the cheerfulness of the 
open fire. 

Mr. DouGLas Warp said that by far the 
greatest problem was that of the more in- 
firm old people, “whom I can prove that 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan, who started these 
schemes, has deliberately left out in the 
cold. He will not permit anyone over the 
age of 70 to enter a hospital. I myself am 
dealing with two elderly ladies, aged 86 and 
88. The one aged 86 is blind and crippled 
with rheumatism, and a fortnight ago the 
elder one had a heart attack. The problem 
is to find them accommodation where they 
can receive suitable nursing and medical 
attention.” 

With regard to the question of the open fire, 
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Mr. R. W. STEELE Said we all liked it very 
much. “The open fire is very cheerful and 
it ventilates the room very well, but it is 
extremely wasteful of fuel. Therefore, in 
an effort to secure the best possible accom- 
modation and amenities for old people at a 
reasonable cost, the question of central 
heating should, I feel, be considered. No- 
body likes to see radiators or feels comfort- 
able when looking at them, but, if the heat 
required is put into the room, I am quite 
certain that the comfort conditions will be 
appreciated.” 


Open Fires Defended 


Miss N. GRANGE, M.B.E. (Regional 
Officer, Women’s Advisory Council on 
Solid Fuel), thought that for urban areas 
one of the best things to do was to supply 
a continuous burning open fire of a simple 
type, with a back boiler to provide hot water, 
and to supply gas_or electricity for cooking, 
whereas in rural areas she thought people 
liked an open fire of the combination grate 
type; they liked to do all their cooking on 
it, they liked to sit by it, and they liked to 
warm their water on it. “ Therefore, I hope 
that you will not deprive old people of their 
open fires,” she added. 

Mr. RONALD GARDNER (Research Group, 
Old People’s Welfare) said that in the homes 
of old people a great many accidents 
occurred every year. “Some of these acci- 
dents are due only to human frailty, but 
others have, as contributory causes, the 
austerity standards which we are perforce 
having to adopt in some homes. In other 
homes, it is possible to provide better 
standards and we hope that the number of 
accidents will decrease. The 134 per cent. 
of old people in this country suffer half 
of the total number of fatal accidents in the 
home every year. Two of the main types of 
those accidents are (1) falls and crushing, 
and (2) burns and scalds. 


“Lighting is extremely important for old 
people. In some homes it is not possible to 
do much in the way of adapting the electrical 
facilities which exist. and in consequence a 
number of falls occur owing to poor light- 
ing, particularly in converted houses, where 
there are staircases. It is not possible to do 
very much in this connection without a con- 
siderable expenditure of money, but addi- 
tional lighting should be provided wherever 
possible, because it is extremely important 
to reduce the present high rate of fatal acci- 
dents amongst old people. 


“Burns and scalds would be partly 
avoided by the provision of background 
heating, but we remember that quite recently 
a famous personality, who was getting on 
in years, died as a result of not being able 
to adjust the temperature of the water com- 
ing into his bath. There are some manu- 
facturers who provide a form of temperature 
control inlet to baths and wash basins, and 
I believe that it would be comparatively in- 
expensive if it was standardised and adopted 
by local authorities, particularly in new 
dwellings.” 


Mr. C. W. STEEDMAN (Borough Surveyor, 
Wembley) agreed that old people wanted 
open fires. “Every time we open a set of 
bungalows we hear very favourable com- 
ments from the tenants about the fires that 
we provide. They do not want central 
heating and they do not want these openable 
and closable fires, or whatever you call 
them. They like the open grate, which sup- 
plies all their needs and is very simple to 
look after.” 


THE BUILDER 


SiR GEORGE WILKINSON (Chairman of the 
National Corporation for the Care of Old 
People) said he would like to question Sir 
Edward Bligh’s view that the supplying of 
single rooms for old people was somewhat 
inconsistent with the idea of overcoming the 
dread of loneliness on the part of old 
people. “1 myself find that single rooms 
are wanted very much indeed. It was only 
last week that 1 went to open a home in 
Wimbledon, and I have opened many others 
during the last few years. It was a home for 
18 or 20 people, and an extension for 12 
more has just been added, all the accommo- 
dation being in single rooms. I was told 
at the opening ceremony that there was oniy 
one double room, and that at the moment it 
was unoccupied, because it was not possible 
to find two people to occupy it. I have 
heard the same thing time after time. There 
is a voluntary organisation that has no fewer 
than 22 or 24 homes for old people; they 
have very few double rooms or treble rooms, 
and I am told that they find the greatest 
difficulty in getting people to occupy those 
rooms. Therefore, I would make a plea that 
in all these houses which are converted, an 
effort should be made to provide single 
rooms.” 

Sir EpwarD BLIGH said that the cost of 
the Lansbury house had evidently shocked 
them all. “I do want to make it clear that 
it is not the fault of my committee,” he said. 
“The cost is much less than it would have 
been if we had not strongly protested against 
what the Ministry wanted to make us do. 
One small point which I might perhaps, with 
great tact, be permitted to make is that, out 
of the architects’ estimated cost of £1.400 
per bed, £100 was for architects’ fees. That 
is a matter, I think, that you must find very 
satisfactory! ” 

THE CHAIRMAN then proposed a most 
cordial vote of thanks to Sir Edward Bligh, 
Mrs. Hill and Mr. Llewellyn Smith for their 
speeches, from which they had, he thought, 
learned a great deal. The vote of thanks 
was accorded with acclamation, and the 
meeting then terminated. 


OBITUARY 


Lt.-Col. Sir Charles Bressey, C.B., C.B.E. 


We record with regret the death of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Charles  Bressey, 
C.B., C.B.E., who died on April 14 at the 
age of 77. He was a road engineer well 
known for his study of the highway needs 
of Greater London, and was the author of 
the Bressey report. During the first world 
war he served with the Royal Engineers, 
attaining the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In 
1919 he was appointed Divisional Road 
Engineer for London under the Ministry of 
Transport, Chief Engineer in 1921, and 
Principal Technieal Officer in 1928, which 
position he held until 1935. In 1934 he was 
selected by the Minister of Transport to 
undertake, with Sir Edwin Lutyens as con- 
sultant, a comprehensive survey of the 
traffic needs of Greater London, and to pre- 
pare a long-term plan of highway develop- 
ment. His report was published in 1938. 
An authority on his subject, he was 
appointed as vice-chairman of the Royal 
Academy Planning Committee, which was 
formed in 1942. In 1943 he was selected by 
the British Council, at the invitation of the 
Spanish Government, to visit Madrid and 
lecture under the auspices of the town 
planning authorities. He was a past-presi- 


dent of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors and an honorary member of the 
Town Planning Institut. 
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A “GOOD HOUSE ” DEFINED 


Mr. Lindgren’s Criticism of “ The 
Builder * Competition 


PENING the first terrace of seven 
houses to be completed in the new 
town of Hatfield, on April 7, Mr. G. §, 
LINDGREN, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning, said: “A good house, a house that 
can be a home, sited in pleasant surround- 
ings with facilities for social recreation, jis 
not a luxury. It is a fundamental necessity 
to good community life, to which the 
worker is entitled.” 


Good building and good development cost 
money. That cost meant rent for the house. 
That rent was a heavy slice out of the 
worker’s income from his_ work. The 
Government’s task was to provide housing 
accommodation and amenities within the 
ability of the worker to pay. 

“Much has been said about building 
costs lately, most of it tackling the problem 
from the wrong end,” Mr. Lindgren con- 
tinued. “The approach of the recent 
Builder competition was to my mind all 
wrong. They said ‘What can we provide 
for £1,000?’ The answer was something 
which those of us concerned with decent 
housing conditions cannot accept. The 
more correct approach is ‘What are the 
essential standards of accommodation and 
fittings, and what can be done to bring 
the cost of the provision of these essential 
standards within a rent which does not press 
hard on the tenant?’ 

“In this house we are opening to-day 
Lionel Brett has done a first-class job. This 
house is an example in its architectural 
design and in its interior decoration and 
furnishings of what can be achieved by 
good design within the limits set by con- 
siderations of available space and money.” 

The houses now completed form part of 
a contract of 155 houses and flats at present 
under construction by the Hatfield Develop- 
ment Corporation. Under another contract 
the building of 50 more flats and houses 
has already started on the same site, and 
during the year work is expected to begin 
on a further 350 dwellings. 


One of the houses opened by Mr. Lind 
gren has been specially furnished by the 
Council of Industrial Design as a home for 
a family of five. It will be on view to the 
public for a fortnight. |The architects are 
the Hon. Lionel Brett, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 
Kenneth Boyd, A.R.I.B.A. The designers 
who have carried out the interior decoration 
and furnishing are Mrs. Marjorie Holford 
and Mrs. Joan Pattrick. 

»*,Mr. Lindgren’s views, given in Parliament, on 
hut-dwellers who “ preferred huts to the type of accom- 
modation they had left, or to no home at all’’ are on 
page 561.—Epb. 


Peak District National Park 


THE Minister of Local Government and 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, has decided to 
confirm the Designation Order for the Peak 
District National Park substantially as ! 
was made by the National Parks Commis 
sion. He has excluded two small areas of 
land in Macclesfield Rural District in the 
north-west corner of the Park. In a letter 
giving his decision, Mr. Dalton says he cat 
not accept objections based on the contet- 
tion that the boundary of the Park should 
be made to follow those of local authomily 
areas, though this would be convenient. 
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PLANNING AS THE INSTRUMENT OF POLICY 
Sir George Pepler at the Town Planning Institute 


N ATTERS of national policy directly 

related to town and country planning 
were examined by Sir GeorGE L. PEPLER, 
CB. P-P.T.P.I., Hon.A.R.L.B.A., when he 
read a paper on “ Planning as the Instrument 
of Policy ” at a meeting of the Town Plan- 
ning Institute held in London on April 5. 
Sir George Pepler said his remarks were 
based on the acceptance, as axiomatic, of the 
need for strict economy in the use of our 
limited land resources. 


After remarking that we now had a 
national policy of full employment, the 
speaker listed the main sources of employ- 
ment as in manufacturing industry; agriculture 
“still the greatest single provider of employ- 
ment in the country”; forestry, which while 
not a great source of employment was a big 
land user; mineral extraction and process- 
ing; transport; and the tourist industry, all 
of which made various demands on land use. 


Other matters of national policy which 
notably affected land use, but which hardly 
affected employment problems, related to 
town and country planning, civil and military 
defence, and national parks. National action 
was also involved nowadays in regard to the 
railways, large sections of road transport, 
coal mining, and the “statutory undertakers,” 
such as gas and electricity services. 

Sir George Pepler went on to relate these 
factors to the problem of applying a national 
policy to the land, and from that and other 
subjects dealt with in his paper we publish 
the following extracts: 


National Action 


In applying national policy to the land, 
full weight must be given to local conditions, 
circumstances and aspirations. It is not there- 
fore intended that a national plan of land 
use should be designed and imposed from 
above. On the contrary, such a plan will in 
the main be built up from local and regional 
plans, and this I believe to be right, although 
it is high time that the gaps in regional plan- 
ning should be filled up. 

On the other hand, the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning is providing a 
most useful background for local and 
regional planners, with its National Atlas and 
memoranda. We all hope that the Research 
Section of the Ministry will be fully main- 
tained and, in addition, look forward to 
this year’s census for more essential informa- 
tion on a national scale. 


In Circular 100, local planning authorities 
were informed that Government Departments 
intending to carry out developments of a 
major character would consult them direct, 
instead of, as heretofore, having such pro- 
posals “cleared” by the Regional Con- 
trollers of the Ministry. 

It is the function of the Ministry of Local 
Government and Planning (now the national 
guardian of local authorities and their ser- 
vices) to co-ordinate all national policies 
related to land use and, despite Circular 100, 
it must surely provide the opportunity for 
the departments concerned to consult to- 
gether before presenting to local planning 
authorities proposals resulting from such 
policies, 

While parish pump politics are detestable, 
local enterprise and patriotism are entirely 
praiseworthy, and it has to be remembered 
that local authorities have to administer and 
do their best for the areas for which they are 
at present responsible. Moreover, effective 


concerted action is not easy within the present 
structure of local government, and there is 
a large measure of agreement that it requires 
remodelling. Indeed, the question arises as 
to whether the Ministry of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning can secure the execution 
of a national policy with respect to the use 
and development of land, unless, in consulta- 
tion with the associations of local authorities, 
it prepares and presents to Parliament, and 
Parliament implements, .a scheme for bring- 
ing local government up to date. Personally, 
I hope that such a scheme will allow for a 
considerable measure of autonomy so that 
local authorities may be free to work out 
their own salvation, within the broad lines 
of national policy. 


Local Policy 


In my experience, it is only in com- 
paratively recent years that local authorities 
have begun to appreciate that the function 
or functions the places they are in charge 
of are best fitted to perform should be a 
dominant factor in the planning of those 
places. It demands policy decisions based 
on a_ thorough understanding, through 
survey and diagnosis, of past, present and 
prospective conditions, circumstances and 
prospects, related to regional and national 
trends and policies. 

Regional and national policies must be 
taken fully into account but unless the aims 
of local policy have been thought out, the 
local authority cannot make any intelligent 
contribution to the framing of national 
policy, and will simply have to accept the 
destiny allotted to it by others. Local aims 
will have to be brought inte harmony with 
national and regional or county policy, but 
at least they should be formulated and ex- 
pressed. 

An excellent example of the need for a 
policy decision on functions is presented by 
the Cambridge Plan. As the authors point 
out, “ up to 1860 Cambridge was a university 
and market town and a rail centre... . Up 
to 1921 the growth of the University was 
largely responsible for the growth of Cam- 
bridge.” They then go on to describe recent 
industrial developments, the additions due 
to its being made a regional centre of central 
government, and the attractions that the 
place has for residence and industry. After 
considering all these matters they come to the 
eonclusion that any fresh growth would 
both hinder the work of the University and 
make the town a much less pleasant place 
in which to live and work. They add: 

“ One cannot make a good expanding plan 
for Cambridge. If, however, the citizens of 
Cambridge decide that they are out for 
quality—to make the best possible town of 
100,000 or even 125,000, and then stop— 
then we think there is every hope of making 
Cambridge something very fine, not only 
in the centre but in its suburbs, in East Road 
and along its approaches. Certainly if this 
decision cannot be taken and carried out in 
Cambridge, it cannot be carried out in other 
towns that have far less compelling reasons 
for limiting their growth, and are able to 
summon far less influential aid if they 
decided to do so.” 

Cambridge Town Council is not a plan- 
ning authority and therefore this is an 
interesting. example of the need for co- 
ordination between local policy and county 
policy, full weight being given to the fact 
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that the County Council, as the local plan- 
ning authority, is in direct contact with the 
national planning autherity and is equipped 
with a competent planning staff. Also in 
this case both county and town have the 
great advantage of a plan prepared by an 
eminent consultant and colleague. 


Co-ordination of Policies 


Employment—At the present time the 
Board of Trade appears to be somewhat ob- 
sessed by the needs of export industries and 
of development areas and undoubtedly both 
are of great national importance. On the 
other hand, the attainment of industrial 
efficiency requires that the country should 
be looked at as a whole and that due weight 
must be given to local enterprise and initia- 
tive. The resuscitation of the development 
areas is essential but they must not be 
allowed to become a millstone hung on the 
neck of industry. I use the word “ resusci- 
tation” advisedly, as the present condition 
of most of the development areas must be 
most uninviting to the up-to-date indus- 
trialist. 

The Barlow Commission was  whole- 
heartedly in favour of decentralisation or 
dispersal of industries and industrial popula- 
tion from congested urban areas, and one 
of their unanimous recommendations, as a 
means of achieving it, was that existing small 
towns should be extended. I personally 
know of several small towns that could with 
advantage be so extended and where the 
local authority is eager to play its part and 
to which industries would have been glad to 
come, but so far their ardour has been 
checked from above merely because they 
have not in the past suffered seriously from 
unemployment. In my submission this is 
not the only yardstick which should be 
applied. Within limits, local enterprise and 
enthusiasm should be taken into account. 

In this connection I am referring to the 
general healthy distribution of industry and 
population rather than to the overspill from 
London, which is a special problem re- 
quiring peculiar adjustments, financial and 
otherwise, between the exporting and re- 
ceiving authorities. Such a subject requires 
a paper all to itself. 

Minerals have of course to be won where 
they exist, but local considerations are an 
important factor in deciding the sequence 
and manner of winning, and even its prohi- 
bition “where the national need for a 
mineral can be satisfactorily met from 
alternative sources with less detriment to the 
public interest.” Local policy as to the 
function of a place may be profoundly 
affected by mineral deposits. They may be 
the mainstay of local employment or they 
might impair the assets of amenity of a 
residential town or health resort, unless both 
the winning and processing of the mineral 
are most carefully planned. Also there 
must be careful timing of underground and 
surface development in places where the 
latter can take place after minerals have 
been extracted and the surface has settled 
down. 

Transport.—Any national system of roads 
must be principally concerned with linking 
up main centres of traffic and with 
Strategical considerations. Unimpeded and 
safe flow at high speed is the prircipal 
objective. Consequently, points of access 
must be reduced to a minimum and such 
junctions should be of the clover-leaf or 
equivalent type, and these are costly to 
provide. Since such junctions must be key 
points in local planning, their precise 
location is obviously a matter in which the 
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local planning authority has a deep in- 
terest. Also, since the purpose of main 
through routes would be defeated were 
frontage development allowed, they will 
sharply divide the areas they traverse and 
this presents a pretty problem for local 
planners who also have a keen interest in 
possible modifications of alignment in the 
interest of amenity and local arrangements. 


The long overdue improvement of land 
approaches to docks and harbours must, of 
course, be fitted in with local policies and 
plans. 

The recently published report of the Inter- 
departmental Committee appointed by the 
Minister of Civil Aviation [to which ref- 
erence was made in The Builder of March 
30] indicates that the helicopter is likely 
to become an important medium of trans- 
port in this country since it is particularly 
well suited for distances between 50 and 
300 miles. 

The Tourist Industry—The development 
of this industry calls for the close correla- 
tion of national and local policies, and 
government grants are available to local 
authorities as contributions towards such 
matters as the preservation of buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest and 
their surroundings, the preservation of trees, 
the removal of old-standing offensive ad- 
vertisements, and the acquisition of derelict 
land for the purpose of bringing it into 
use. A difficult problem occurs in, for 
example, north-east England, where the 
basic industry is coal-mining, which, in the 
past, has devastated wide areas around 
famous buildings such as Durham Cathe- 
dral and Washington Old Hall, the oldest- 
known home of the Washington family, 
which are a magnet for tourists and could 
be made much more attractive were the 
surroundings tidied up. Town and country 
planning has removed the threat-of a pro- 
posed power station in competition with 
Durham Cathedral and the city fathers 
appear to have wisely decided upon a policy 
which will give precedence to the Cathedral, 
University, local government, shopping and 
tourism. Also Washington Old Hall, its 
surroundings and the approaches thereto 
can be restored and improved without any 
injury to the winning of coal or industry 
related thereto. Further north, one trusts 
that Hadrian’s Wall will be spared any 
further destruction by quarrying for road 
metal. 

Value of Amenity 


The tourist industry is largely dependent 
upon amenity and it is worth noting that 
local policy may be sounder than national 
policy in such a matter, witness the con- 
troversies over the Westminster Hospital 
site and Carlton House-terrace, and local 
resistance to the incursions of defence 
services into areas of great beauty attractive 
to the rambler and the tourist. There 
should, at least, be a local policy capable 
of expression when national policy is de- 
clared, and such local policy must be taken 
into account before a balanced decision is 
arrived at. 

National Parks.—It will probably be gene- 
rally agreed that as such parks are national, 
both national and park considerations must 
prevail. Nevertheless, on the national scale, 
consideration has to be given to the claims 
of mineral working and processing, and of 
the defence services. At the local level 
some adjustments of boundaries may be 
justifiable. Local authorities may also have 


views as to management and control, and 
have every right to express them, not losing 
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sight, however, of the fact that they are 
National Parks. 


Conclusions 


The right use of land is the concern of 
every member of this Institute and I hope 
enough has been said to remind us and our 
masters that there are hardly any subjects 
with which central and local government 
are concerned that do not affect the use of 
land. A point I have tried to make is that 
those who frame policies on such subjects 
should realise that they will be applied to 


land of widely varying characteristics and - 


present uses. Ours is still a fair land, but 
it is limited in quantity and almost all of it 
that can be used is already in use. Con- 
sequently, if conflict and waste are to be 
avoided, there must be a careful adjustment 
of policies. In this adjustment, local con- 
siderations must be given due weight and, 
to ensure this, local authorities must be 
ready with their own policies. 

As I see it, the main function of the mem- 
bers of our profession is to design plans, 
based on survey and diagnosis, that will 
enable both national and local policies to 
be applied to the development of land and 
conservation of land resources, in a manner 
which will further the convenience, health, 
happiness, efficiency and visual satisfaction 
of those living and working upon it. It 
surely follows that the framers of these 
policies will be well advised to consult us 
as they proceed. 


Discussion 


Mr. W. G. FIsKE, chairman of the Town 
Planning Committee of the London County 
Council, opened the discussion after pro- 
posing a vote of thanks to Sir George. 
Mr. Fiske said he himself was on the local 
side of this battle (if it could be called a 
battle), but he thought it was’ now develop- 
ing into a two-way traffic. In Jondon they 
had found. that in preparing a development 
plan it was necessary to do so much research 
and carry out so many surveys that the 
council was now in a position to evaluate 
national policy. They had found that in 
carrying out local policy, certain large 
questions of national policy altered the 
position. For example, in the County of 
London Plan it was visualised that every 
neighbourhood unit in London would have 
one primary school for a site of something 
like two acres, and that was something which 
his committee thought would work. But, 
according to the Education Act of 1944, 
instead of one primary school only they 
found they would have to have one primary 
school for county purposes and two for 
denominational purposes, with the result 
that they had to have six acres of land 
per neighbourhood unit for school purposes. 


His committee was alive to the necessity 
of respecting expert opinion, but there 
seemed to be a lot of experts! It was 
necessary to draw a line between what was 
desirable and what was practicable. 

While it might be rather difficult for the 
people who carried the rate burden to face 
some of the implications of national plan- 
ning policy, nevertheless there were other 
things on the credit side, such as the ultimate 
good of the community. He thought plan- 
ners must be prepared to face the financial 
pundits. They must be able to prove that 
there was a credit side of this expenditure 
for planning purposes. 

Seconding the vote of thanks, MR. JAMES 
W. R. ADAMS, past-president and county 
planning officer for Kent, said that the 
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Ministry of Agriculture had a definite policy 
as far as planning was concerned, and in 
their relations with local authorities (in his 
experience) had been extremely helpful and 
co-operative. 

Speaking of Sir George’s reference to the 
relationship between the administrator and 
the designer in planning, Mr. Adams said 
that most people in that room had suffered 
from the fear that the administrator might 
impinge upon the functions of the designer, 
but he did not think that fear need arise 
any longer in their minds. However, he 
had lately wondered whether some of the 
designers had not taken upon themselves so 
much that they were impinging upon the 
functions of the administrator, or of those 
of the elected representatives of the rate. 
payers. He thought , planners should 
respect the administrators, including the 
elected representatives of the people, whose 
concern was with policy. If these were 
allowed to decide policy, but listened to the 
planners’ advice before doing so, planners 
would be in a stronger position. 

Mr. Adams disagreed with Sir George's 
stated position for the survey in the prepara- 
tion of a plan. He thought research and 
the survey should come first, then the deter- 
mination of policy, then the design. His 
own experience in local government was 
that the designers and other experts were 
consulted before policy was determined. If 
this was also the case with central govern- 
ment, it was good; if not, it was rather 
unfortunate. 


Financial Problems 


With regard to the financial aspect, he 
had always found it difficult to persuade 
treasurers, controllers and other financial 
experts to look at planning expend‘ture from 
any pomt of view but merely pounds, 
shillings and pence, but you could not put 
some items of planning expenditure down 
on paper, although they were necessary from 
the human point of view. 

Mr. Adams regretted that the remodelling 
of the structure of local government had 
been postponed, for it was causing some 
embarrassment to planners. 

Mr. W. R. DAVIDGE expressed some dis- 
like of Sir George’s references to “our 
masters.” In so far as these were political 
they could be changed, but Mr. Davidge 
asserted that the real masters of planners 
were the people. It was the people for 
whom they were planning and not to satisfy 
some alderman or someone like that. Such 
persons should have it impressed on them 
that they were the servants of the people, 
like the planners. Similarly with the Ministers 
of the Crown. They were called Ministers 
because their task was to minister to the 
people. The job of planners was to help 
Ministers to serve the people. 

Mr. Davidge dealt at some length with the 
financial aspect of planning, and developed 
his theme to the point of suggesting a com- 
plete overhaul of the financial basis on 
which national and international economy 
was founded to-day. 

Mr. W. L. Wate (Cambridge), speaking 
from his recent experience in endeavouring 
to implement Professor Holford’s plan for 
Cambridge, gave several examples of how 
various Government Departments had 
refused to give him information and statistics 
which were vital to the execution of the 
plan and which only they possessed. This was 
an extremely serious matter, he said. How 
was it possible to do a competent plan 
these lines? 
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In reply, SIR GEORGE PEPLER said his 
experience in the North-East was that the 
Ministry of Works had been most helpful 
and supplied him with figures of the labour 
force, but he was sorry to hear that the 
other Government Departments were get- 
ting so “cagey.” He could not think that 
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this state of affairs would continue, but he 
thought they should make it clear from the 
Institute that, if planners were to prepare 


their development plans, Government 
Departments must divulge all necessary 
information to the local planning 


authorities. 








COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND OURSELVES 
Steps to Meet the Primary Needs of Backward Countries 


[From a Correspondent] 


ig used to be a favourite adage of social 
and economic reformers that we lived 
in “poverty in the midst of plenty ”—that 
there was abundant wealth in the world for 
all if only it was properly distributed. 
To-day we know better. Although the dis- 
tribution of the world’s wealth was most 
inequitable, the fundamental premise was 
unsound: there is not and never has been 
enough for all in this world. This is not 
primarily the result of a catastrophic war. 
Enlightenment came before the war through 
the reports of various Government and other 
commissions. Finally, there was the West 
India Royal Commission of 1938-39, whose 
report was generally believed to be so 
shocking that the Government did not dare 
to publish it in full lest, presumably, it 
should provide propaganda for our enemies 
in a world already at war. 

The result was the passing of the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act of 1940 which 
authorised the expenditure by the Treasury 
of up to £5 millions per annum until 1951 
by way of free grant on development schemes 
in the colonies. In 1945 a total of £120 
million was voted, and there is at this 
moment a Bill before Parliament to provide 
a further £20 million. This expenditure is 
in addition to the sums spent by the Over- 
seas Food Corporations and Marshall Aid 
from America. 

To-day, the social and economic develop- 
ment of the colonies is more urgent than 
ever. The world’s population is growing at 
the colossal rate of four per cent. per 
annum compared with an increase of about 
one per cent. in agricultural production. 
Moreover, the development of backward 
territories now has a new significance as 
part of the defence of the free world against 
Communism. 

All this has a very special meaning for the 
building and civil engineering industries of 
this country. Much of the expenditure on 
colonial development goes directly on build- 
ing and civil engineering projects—new 
harbours, railways, roads, hydro-electric 
schemes, factories, hospitals, educational 
and research establishments, and some hous- 
ing schemes, Some of the achievements in 
this direction have been reviewed in a book- 
let recently issued by the Central Office of 
Information.* 


Communications and Transport 

_ The booklet shows that the primary task 
is the development of communications, 
particularly in Africa where there are plans 
for expanding and co-ordinating communi- 
cations throughout the continent; an inter- 
national conference on African transport was 
held at Johannesburg last October. The 
Projects in hand during 1950 in the British 
African territories included surveying the 
Toute of the proposed railway linking East 
and Central Africa; the construction of new 
Toads in Kenya; the opening of a new rail- 
way bridge in Nyasaland, and of a major 





*“The British Colonial 


: Territories in 1950: a 
Regional Review of Progress.” 


airport in Northern Rhodesia; the construc- 
tion of a new deep-water quay in Sierra 
Leone; and railway extensions in Nigeria. 

The next most important task is perhaps 
the development of agriculture. Here the 
proportion of expenditure on building and 
civil engineering works is naturally smaller, 
but even here there are obvious potentiali- 
ties. The development of mineral resources 
and of secondary industries—both an im- 
portant part of colonial policy—clearly de- 
pends on a substantial amount of capital in- 
vestment. There is active research on 
hydro-electric power schemes in the Gold 
Coast, Malaya and British Guiana: In 
Uganda, work on the Owen Falls scheme is 
steadily progressing and the project is due 
to be completed in 1953. The actual 
growth of new secondary industries, however, 
is most evident in the Caribbean colonies, 
and the C.O.I. booklet gives much interest- 
ing information on this topic. 


Constructional Materials 

This is great work which deserves all the 
support and energy that can be devoted to 
it. The building and civil engineering in- 
dustries of this country can help to a con- 
siderable extent. Professional services, the 
business enterprise and organising abilities 
of contractors, and adequate materials sup- 
plies are all required. One of the limiting 
factors is the high cost of supplying bulky 
materials from the United Kingdom, and 
there is no doubt that development would 
be greatly accelerated by the establishment 
of plants for the manufacture of construc- 
tional materials in the colonies themselves. 


It is encouraging to find the C.O.I. book- 
let referring to the construction of a ply- 
wood factory in Nigeria, and to plans for 
cement making in Trinidad. Much more 
development on these lines is urgently 
needed. Not only would such development 
stimulate building activity generally in the 
colonies; it would also be to the benefit of 
British manufacturers who would almost 
certainly find that there was an increased de- 
mand for their products. That this con- 
clusion, though paradoxical at first sight, is 
sound economics, is borne out by pre-war 
trade statistics. 

Another limiting factor, in view of the re- 
armament programme, is likely to be steel, 
and every effort should be made to overcome 
this difficulty. The question arises again as 
to whether we are making the best use of our 
steel supplies. There is good reason to be- 
lieve that it would be more economical to 
permit greater imports of timber, thus re- 
leasing steel for exports and for overseas 
development. This raises the further 
question as to how far the import of timber 
from the colonies themselves can be in- 
creased. Colonial development and _ the 
solution of some of our own economic 
problems are closely related and it should 
be the object of Government policy to create 
the conditions in which each can assist the 
other. 
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INDUSTRY AND THE 
BUILDING PROGRAMME 


Overcoming Shortages 


HE effects of the housing problem on 
production and trade was one of the 
two subjects selected for full-length dis- 
cussion at the annual meeting of the Asso- 
ciation of British Chambers of Commerce, 
held in London on April 12. In a paper 
prepared for the discussion, a summary of 
which is published below, Mr. ALLAN R. 
BRETHERICK emphasised the importance of 
practical ‘suggestions for the quick and 
effective solution of this grave problem. 
Mr. Bretherick said :— 


In addition to the social and physical 
problems arising from housing shortage, 
both commerce and industry have a direct 
interest in the problem. The maintenance 
of high standards of living depends on 
national ability to sustain production at the 
top-most level; unless the workers of all 
classes are as free as possible from the con- 
stant worries of housing accommodation, 
they cannot work cheerfully; morale 
weakens; sustained productive power at 
high level is impossible. 

Housing shortages also adversely affect 
the “flow of workers.” In conditions of 
full employment it is essential that workers 
should be prepared to move to new indus- 
trial centres. If in such new centres there 
is—and there always is—lack of suitable 
housing accommodation, labour is slow to 
move, is irritated when it is moved, and 
not as effective as it should be. 


Industrial undertakings must, in this 
modern period, extend factories and work- 
shops, open new centres of production, and 
even move from one district to another. 
Housing in such schemes is an obstinate 
difficulty; “ key-men” may be safeguarded; 
but the fate of the average worker, set amid 
such new conditions, is forlorn and un- 
enviable. 

The housing shortage also introduces 
major problems at the managerial level. 
No person whose value lies in his brain 
work can give of his best when he has to be 
separated from his family or knows that 
their living conditions are unsatisfactory. 
Frequently such persons refuse to take im- 
portant posts, if suitable housing is not 
available. 

The housing position to-day is far worse 
than it was before the war and the lists of 
those who require homes of their own are 
growing faster than the new houses are 
becoming available. The first stage should, 
therefore, be to aim at providing each 
family with a separate and proper home 
of its own at the place where it is needed. 
The second stage should be to resume slum 
clearance and to replace the four million 
houses that are over 90 years old. 


Financial Considerations 


The agreed needs are: first, to encourage 
productivity; secondly, to reduce costs. 


The present system of subsidy is not in- 
tended to stimulate the building of houses; 
its purpose is to provide houses at artificially 
low rent. Actually, it reduces weekly rental 
by no less than 8s. 6d. As far back as 
1946 it was calculated to lower the average 
rent of a three-bedroomed house to 10s. a 
week! To-day, the economic rent of'a 
three-bedroomed house is about 25s..a week, 
the increase of 6s. 6d. a week (over 18s. 6d:) 
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being accounted for by some 2s. a week for 
an increase in costs, and 4s. 6d. a week for 
the higher standards of post-war houses. 


The annual subsidy for permanent houses 
now reaches £25 million and at the present 
rate of, building increases annually by £4 
million, a liability which is incurred for a 
period of 60 years, 


In view of these conditions and the fact 
that many working-class homes could well 
afford to pay an economic rent, it might be 
a reasonable proposition to terminate the 
flat-rate subsidy and to meet cases of hard- 
ship, particularly in rural areas, by a system 
of rebates. In many instances the economic 
rent of a house would be lower than rents 
now commonly being paid for furnished 
rooms and converted flats. 


Many more people than previously aspire 
to own their homes instead of renting them. 
This suggests that the present emphasis on 
homes to let at subsidised rents is not in 
accord with the wishes of a growing propor- 
tion of the population. Nor should it be 
assumed that all persons in need of a home 
wish to live in a local authority house. 


Reducing Costs 


Housing costs can be reduced by allow- 
ing experienced builders to plan ahead over 
reasonably long periods. The “flow of 
work” should be foreseen and - planned; 
thus only can economic use be made of 
available labour-power. Contracts should 
be of economical size. It has been proved 
that substantial savings in labour costs are 
possible when contracts are for more than 
20 houses. Again, in the allocation of 
licences and contracts to build new houses 
there is a deep and widespread feeling that 
private enterprise merits more official 
concession. 


It is thought by many experts that the 
present official standards of housing, both 
of size and internal equipment, are unneces- 
sarily high. In many instances equipment 
tends to be too lavish; this essential should 
be reduced to the safe minimum require- 
ment of any new house. Complete ranges 
of electric installations, and the provision 
of two lavatories, are commonly found even 
in small houses; suck liberal equipment 
is hard to justify in these years of national 
financial crisis and shortages of basic 
materials. 


A steady supply of necessary materials is 
essential for reducing housing costs. So 
much time and money are lost by break- 
downs in supply services. The builders are 
often desperately frustrated; their schemes 
of work and schedules cannot be econ- 
omically timed. Would not _ substitute 
materials relieve this difficulty? 


It is suggested that the policy in regard 
to the private builder should be drastically 
changed, and that he be permitted to build 
at least 50 per cent. of the houses in any 
official building programme; moreover, he 
should be authorised to build either for let- 
ting or for sale. In cases of sale, the licence 
should no longer be given to the family; the 
builder himself should be licensed to build 
as many houses of suitable quality and ap- 
proved accommodation as he could build 
with a given labour force. In the case of 
building for letting, the private builder 
might receive terms and facilities equal to 
those given to local authorities when they 
build for letting. 


Urgent consideration should be given to 
the need of simplifying the licensing system; 
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where “control” has to be mantained, 
more flexibility of administration should be 
effectively and promptly contrived. 

It merits notice that in some countries 
building has been encouraged -by the 
arrangement of easy credit terms for private 
builders. 


Policy Considerations 


The controls on building imposed after 
the war were designed for several purposes. 
The first of these was to distribute resources 
between the building industry and other 
types of production; the second was to 
distribute the resources of the building in- 
dustry between different sorts of building. 
The other two purposes appear to have been 
(i) to provide a sufficient number of houses 
of a suitable type in the right places; and 
(ii) to ensure a fair share of new houses for 
certain social classes of family. It is here 
that some form of relaxation of control 
might be possible. Is there any reason why 
a housing authority should not lay down 
a broad programme to meet these points and 
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permit the private builder to go ahead as 
vigorously as he can, provided his proposals 
are inside the broad programme? 


Rigid adherence to the “ four-to-one” 
proportion in allocating building contracts 
and licences, which is the private builder's 
woeful lot, has undoubtedly resulted in g 
deplorable loss in housing production; the 
private builder, who is permitted to build 
one or two houses at a time, must keep his 
labour force together; during the time, 
often a long time, between his finishing one 
contract and starting another (by official 
permission) he is compelled to employ his 
operatives on maintenance or odd job work, 
It should be determined how many houses 
a private builder can build; it is suggested 
that the minimum allotment should be five 
or six at a time; and authority should be 
given to him to do such work; moreover, 
when his allotment is nearing completion, 
another :such contract should be given him 
to ensure continuity of building and 
economy both in the builder’s interests and 
in the interests of State finance. 





INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 
Obstacles to Meeting World’s ‘‘ Exceptional Construction Needs” 


[HE Building, Civil Engineering and 

Public Works Committee of the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation held its third 
session in Geneva from February 12 to 23 
last. Nineteen countries from all parts of 
the world were represented. In accordance 
with the normal practice as regards indus- 
trial committee meetings of the I.L.O. the 
session was attended by representatives of 
governments, employers and workers. The 
United Kingdom was represented by two 
Government delegates (Mr. G. R. A. Buck- 
land, Ministry of Labour and National 
Service, and Mr. K. Newis, Ministry of 
Works), two employers’ delegates (Mr. N. 
Longley and Mr. R. Kean, O.B.E.), and two 
workers’ delegates (Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E., 
and Sir Richard Coppock). The representa- 
tives were accompanied by advisers. 


The following summary of the work of 
the session has been issued jointly by the 
Ministries of Labour and National Service 
and Works. 


The agenda of the session comprised (1) 
general report; (2) seasonal unemployment in 
the construction industry; (3) workers’ wel- 
fare in the construction industry. 


The committee first engaged in a general 
discussion of the recent events and develop- 
ments in building and construction through- 
out the world which were of particular con- 
cern to the I.L.O., on the basis of the 
general report. Two points were mentioned 
repeatedly: first, the exceptional construc- 
tion needs of the world and the obstacles in 
the way of meeting them, such as lack of 
materials, manpower, finance and produc- 
tivity; second, the particular problems and 
needs of under-developed countries. 


Two.sub-committees were set up to deal 
with the secend and third items of the 
agenda, one on seasonal unemployment in 
the construction industry and the most effec- 
tive means of reducing its extent, and the 
other on welfare in the construction in- 
dustry. 


Seasonal Unemployment 
The sub-committee on seasonal unem- 
ployment engaged in a general discussion of 


the subject and in a detailed examination 
of specific points, from which there emerged 
a resolution and statement of policy. The 
resolution recognised the importance of re- 
ducing seasonal unemployment, which was 
detrimental to the construction industry itself 
and to countries’ economies as a whole; and 
observed that seasonal unemployment had in 
several countries reduced the output of the 
industry, resulted in only partial utilisation 
of its resources and equipment and lowered 
earnings, discouraged new recruits and 
caused present workers to leave the in- 
dustry. It recognised that the application of 
modern knowledge and techniques and the 
changing of traditional habits by the trade and 
its customers could go a long way towards 
removing seasonal unemployment by mea- 
sures which might not unduly increase the 
real cost of work; indeed, several countries 
had already demonstrated that measures 
taken by governments, employers and 
workers individually and collectively, to- 
gether with the existence of full employment, 
had substantially reduced seasonal ur 
employment since the war. 


The sub-committee, therefore, adopted a 
statement of policy laying down as two 
indispensable conditions for the most effec- 
tive reduction of seasonal unemployment 
(a) the maintenance of full employment 
a country’s economy as a whole; (b) the 
further development of co-operation be 
tween governments, employers and workers 
in the application of proved techniques of 
winter construction and in the adoption of 
other appropriate measures; and a willing 
ness to depart where necessary from trad 
tional habits in planning and orgamisilg 
work. It was accepted that no measults 
should have the effect of lowering existing 
working standards. 


Amongst the specific measures for indivr 
dual and combined attention by goveri- 
ments, employers and workers were:— 

(a) Readiness of construction workers 0 
take any employment which they are reasot 
ably capable of performing in the industry 
and to move voluntarily to areas wher 
work is available; (b) vocational training 
to diversify skills; (c) the provision of 
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facilities to workers for continuing work 
during winter; (d) the collection of statistical 
information designed to give guidance about 
the incidence of seasonal unemployment; 
(e) the planning by public authorities of their 
own construction programmes in such a way 
as to minimise seasonal fluctuations, and the 
exercise Of building controls (in countries 
where they are in force) with the same 
object; (f) stimulation of private demand by 
making it known by propaganda measures 
that winter work is feasible and need not be 
of inferior quality; (g) consideration of the 
possibility of granting subsidies to stimulate 
winter construction; (h) further research into 
improved techniques of winter construction 
and the dissemination nationally and inter- 
nationally of the results of such inquiries; 
(i) fullest application by the industry of all 
methods which facilitate the progress of 
work in winter; (j) the designing of projects 
so as to use appropriate materials and 
techniques, and having regard to climatic 
conditions likely to prevail during the pro- 
gress of work; and (k) arranging for site 
work to begin at such a time of the year, 
and to be so phased, that the various stages 
of the job can be done at the most suitable 
seasons. 


Welfare 

The proceedings of the sub-committee on 
welfare followed the same lines, and its 
discussions were brought together into four 
resolutions to the following effect:— 


(a) Welfare in the construction industry 
in under-developed countries. This resolu- 
tion calls on the I.L.O. to study the problem 
with a View to preparing advice on the wel- 
fare arrangements appropriate to under- 
developed countries. 


(b) Legislative measures for welfare 
facilities in the construction industry. This 
resolution invites members of the I.L.O. to 
consider whether they should not introduce 
some minimum legal requirements as to 
welfare facilities in the construction industry 
which would encourage the promotion of 
appropriate measures of joint co-operation 
on welfare. 


(c) Employment of women and children 
in the construction industry. This resolu- 
tion suggests that measures should be con- 
sidered as soon as possible to prohibit at 
an early date by regulations or collective 
agreements the employment of women and 
children on construction work in jobs re- 
quiring strength and causing strain beyond 
their physical power, and that a list for the 
industrially under-developed countries should 
be prepared of especially heavy jobs on 
which women and children should in no 
circumstances be employed. 


_ (d) Welfare facilities in the construction 
industry. This resolution suggests for the 
consideration of those concerned the fol- 
lowing matters: Weatherproof shelter 
during interruptions of work; suitable 
weatherproof places and facilities for meals; 
supplies of wholesome drinking water; 
facilities for obtaining food or cooked meals 
under hygienic conditions; washing and 
sanitary facilities; provision for storage and 
drying of clothes and for changing clothing; 
transport facilities to and from the site; 
residential camp or hostel accommodation 
and special facilities for women workers, if 
employed, 


Other Resolutions 


The committee also adopted a number 
of general resolutions, dealing with such 
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matters as international arrangements for 
building research, the stabilisation of em- 
ployment, studies by the I.L.O. into cer- 
tain problems of the construction industry, 
and suggested as an item for consideration 
at its next meeting the question of methods 
of facilitating the progressive application in 
the construction industry of the principle 
of a guaranteed wage. 


The conclusions of the committee will 
come before the governing body of the 
1.L.0., which will decide what action should 
be taken on them. They have been reported 
by the Minister of Works to his National 
Consultative Council of the building and 
civil engineering industries and to the 
corresponding regional joint committees. 


Subject to the approval of the governing 
body of the I.L.O., all these resolutions will 
be referred to governments for communica- 
tion to employers’ and workers’ organisations 
in the industries concerned and for report to 
the I.L.0. on their views and action on 
the resolutions. 


CHEAPER HOUSES AND LOWER 
RENTS 


Local Authorities’ Interest 


MANY housing authorities are asking for 

reports by their responsible officers on 
the designs submitted in The Builder Low- 
Cost Housing Competition. The results 
attained in the competition have also pro- 
vided evidence which has prompted a 
number of private organisations and indivi- 
duals interested in housing to consider 
seriously a new approach to housing 
standards and costs. 


LEYTON BorouGH CoUNCIL have asked the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
whether he would be agreeable to the coun- 
cil erecting houses of the same space and 
price standards as those of the winning 
designs, submitted in The Builder competi- 
tion. 


Ald. Winterbotham and the Chief Archi- 
tectural Assistant gave a report to the 
CHELTENHAM HOUSING COMMITTEE on the 
winning design and other entries. The Com- 
mittee felt that the time had come when the 
Minister might agree to allow the building 
of small type houses in an endeavour to keep 
down rapidly increasing costs. They re- 
solved to raise the matter with the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations. 


The Borough Engineer and Surveyor has 
reported upon the entries to. the WEMBLEY 
BorouGH Councit. Mr. F. L. Wheeler, a 
member of the CosFoRD RURAL DISTRICT 
Council, during a discussion on lower costs, 
insisted upon having cheaper and possibly 
smaller houses. 


Representatives of all rural authorities in 
the NorfH Ripinc branch of the Rural Dis- 
trict Council’s Association have sent a 
request to the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning asking for the relaxation 
of standards to enable authorities to build 
smaller dwellings at cheaper rents. The 
matter was raised by Mr. H. Wynne Potts, 
who maintained that such a house could be 
let at a reasonable rent, which was not 
always easy for houses built by standards 
laid down by the Ministry of Health. 


Among changes suggested by Ald. W. A. 
Walker, a member of the WORKINGTON TOWN 
CounciL, was the lowering of ceiling levels 
and provision of one lavatory rather than 


two. He told the council that fancy plans 
and extravagances should no longer be 
considered. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Raw Material Shortages 


A NEW warning to industry of the 

disastrous consequences that might 
result from a continued scarcity of certain 
raw materials, particularly sulphur, cotton 
and non-ferrous metals, was given by Mr. 
WILSON, President of the Board of Trade, 
in the House of Commons on Monday. 

The sulphur position remained critical 
and uncertain, said Mr. Wilson. We had 
received an interim allocation on account 
for the second quarter, and there was some 
hope of an allocation of 100,000 tons—com- 
pared with the totally inadequate allocation 
of 81,000 tons for the first quarter—but the 
100,000 tons was by no means certain. In 
any case, the Government intended to intro- 
duce, next month, a system of allocation, 
industry by industry, of both sulphur and 
sulphuric acid. If by that time we were 
certain of the 100,000 tons some of the worst 
disasters feared would be avoided, but the 
position would still be most serious. 

In the matter of non-ferrous metals, par- 
ticularly molybdenum, tungsten, nickel, cop- 
per and zinc, the position was, if anything, 
worse than when it was last debated. Not 
only our general industrial production but 
our defence programme would be in the 
gravest danger unless, as the result of the 
international discussions in Washington, 
larger allocations were granted. The inter- 
ests of common defence among the partners 
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
should have priority over the building up 
or even the maintenance of stockpiles. The 
progress of the discussions in Washington 
would be watched with anxiety but at the 
same time with confidence in the sense of 
responsibility of all taking part in them. 

In the case of paper and pulp, jute goods, 
chemicals and other things the raw mater- 
ials position was also causing anxiety. One 
encouraging point ‘was that the softwood 
position looked like becoming better than 
for a long time past. To the maximum 
extent timber would be substituted for steel 
in the essential industries. 


Monopolies Warning 

Mr. Wilson went on to say that there was 
no room for restrictive practices on either 
side of industry. There was disappoint- 
ment over the slow progress in dealing with 
monopolies, and he felt that hon. members 
were coming to the conclusion, as he had, 
that the 1944 White Paper approach to the 
préblem was not enough. Examination, 
case by case, of individual concerns and 
industries would always be needed, but if the 
problem was to be tackled with urgency 
general powers would be needed to deal 
with particularly harmful practices in any 
firm or trade association. He would shortly 
be laying before the House a White Paper 
with the Government’s proposals for deal- 
ing with resale price maintenance—the fix- 
ing of retail prices—and it was intended to 
follow this with further proposals to deal 
with other types of restrictive practices. As 
soon as they had received two or three more 
reports from the Monopolies Commission 
they would be in a better position to judge 
how far these practices, and which practices, 
should be the subject of general measures 
of control or prohibition. 


Huts as Homes 

Mr. Deepes called attention, on April 
11, to the continued use of Nissen 
ana other Service huts for dwelling purpeses. 
He said that there were many such camps 
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of huts in various parts of the country, and 
they ought to be eliminated as quickly as 
possible. An important question was whether 
the rate of the elimination of the camps was 
keeping pace with the deterioration. 


Mr. LINDGREN, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning, said that at their best these hutted 
camps were sub-standard, and at their worst 
they were grim, but the people who occupied 
them preferred huts to the type of accommo- 
dation they had left, or to no home at all. 
The camps would have to continue to exist 
for a considerable time, until new houses 
could be built for the people who occupied 
them. In the areas where the camps were 
situated increased allocations of houses 
would be made when the local authorities 
showed by performance that they could 
build extra houses. 


Timber Controls 


Mr. Harrison asked the President of the 
Board of Trade, on April 10, to what extent 
the price of soft timber had risen since the 
controls on such timber were partially re- 
laxed; and what approaches he had made to 
the trade organisation to endeavour to re- 
strict the rise in the price of timber for 
housing needs. 


Mr. BOTTOMLEY said that since the statu- 
tory maximum prices ruling up to February 
28 this year were fixed in April, 1950, over- 
seas softwood prices, like those of most other 
raw materials, had risen fast, and in many 
cases freight rates had shown large increases. 
Timber Control was therefore selling below 
cost during the period preceding the revoca- 
tion of the Imported Softwood Prices Order, 
1950, as amended on March 1, 1951. Prices 
were now necessarily related to the current 
costs of public and private buyers alike, and 
it was too early to say at what level they 
were likely to settle down in the new con- 
ditions. There was, however, no evidence that 
any part of the increase in current softwood 
prices was attributable to the measure of 
private import which was now permitted. 
The President received from representatives 
of the softwood timber trade assurances that 


‘their selling prices would not contain a 


higher profit margin than was reasonable in 
present market conditions. The Timber 
Trade Federation of the United Kingdom 
had also agreed, at his suggestion, to set up 
a special committee, including representatives 
of the major consuming interests, to deal 
with any price and distribution problems 
that might arise. 


On the same day, in reply to a question 
by Mr. Nabarro, Mr. BOortToMLey said 
that he could not give an exact fore- 
cast of imports of different types of 
timber in 1951. Imports by Timber 
Control and by private trade in 1951 would 
probably represent about two-thirds and one- 
third respectively of our total imports, 
though the aetual proportion would, of 
course, depend on centracts that might 
yet be made and the fulfilment of contracts 
already made both by Timber Control and 
private traders. 


Steel Supplies 

On April 10, Mr. Bossom asked the 
Minister of Supply if he was aware of the 
delays now being experienced by builders in 
obtaining steel for essential and approved 
buildings; and if he would take steps to 
relieve this situation. 

MR. JOHN FREEMAN said he was. 
Government were examining 


The 
possible 


arrangements for dealing with shortages of 
steel for essential purposes. 
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HOUSING CENTRE AND BUILDING PLANS 


Emphasis on Importance of Non-Doctrinaire Approach 
to the Situation 


AN independent investigation into the 
+% policy and aims of the housing pro- 
gramme, with a view to “ building up in- 
formed opinion in support of a non- 
doctrinaire and active housing policy,” is 
advocated by the Housing Centre Trust in 
a statement (outlined in The Builder last 
week) submitted to the Minister of Local 
Government and Planning. 


After emphasising the necessity of main- 
taining the housing programme and saving 
existing buildings from deteriorating into 
slums, the statement advocates a fuller 
recognition by some local authorities of the 
trend of household structures, and the ad- 
justment of design accordingly, which would 
lead to economies in the size of dwellings 
provided, In regard to standards, the state- 
ment says that to reduce the capital cost of 
new housing, and to use limited resources to 
obtain the largest number of separate dwel- 
lings, strict economies in design and equip- 
ment should be observed. ‘“ We endorse the 
simpler standards indicated in the Girdwood 
Report.” 

The present economics of housing are held 
to be chaotic. The statement says that 
rents now being paid for all kinds of house 
property bear little relation to the real cost 
of providing and maintaining the accom- 
modation, the standards and amenities 
provided, or the income of the tenant or 
occupier. The majority of the new houses 
being built to-day are heavily subsidised. 
It is in the nation’s interest that subsidies 
should be given in the first instance to those 
whose economic need is greatest, even at the 
expense of imposing some kind of means 
test. Otherwise the limited public funds 
available will be quickly exhausted in build- 
ing houses many of which will be occupied 
by households who can afford to pay for a 
decent standard of accommodation without 
State assistance. 

The review of State and rate subsidies is 
based inter alia on the prevailing average 
cost of standard houses and the average 
national obtainable rent, leaving it to local 
authorities to adjust this rent to suit varying 
abilities to pay. At present there is abun- 
dant evidence that many local authorities 
are adding heavily to their statutory rate 
subsidies, It does not seem to us good 
financial policy to have a fixed State and a 
flexible rate subsidy. In particular, it does 
not seem equitable that ratepayers and tax- 
payers living in poor old houses should be 
expected to subsidise new and better stan- 
dard dwellings more and more. There is 
much evidence that many people in State- 
aided houses could well afford more rent; 
that others ought to have their rents reduced 
correspondingly; and that many who ought to 
be housed find it impossible to pay the local 
standard rents and have perforce to remain 
in most unsuitable conditions. 


Some local authorities use a rent rebate 
system to allocate subsidies to those house- 
holds who need them, and by this means 
apply the principle of giving subsidies only 
where needed within the limits set by their 
own tenancies. “We strongly urge more 
consideration of this problem in the interest 
of those whose economic needs are greatest, 
by the local: authorities who are housing 
tenants with widely varying incomes,” the 
statement continues. 


Powers of Local Authorities 


The extension of the powers of local 
authorities to enable them to build houses 
for letting to the higher income groups is 
desirable to obtain a proper social balance 
in a neighbourhood, but at the same time 
houses for sale should be provided by both 
local authorities and private builders. Many 
local authorities are not fully aware of their 
powers to proceed on both these lines, and 
that people anxious to buy their own 
houses are having perforce to rent houses 
which could be tenanted by the less well-to- 
do. In general the usual proportion of four 
local authority houses to one owner- 
occupied house is being perpetuated. “We 
think that the local authorities need remind- 
ing that they may take advantage of certain 
conditions to alter this proportion and so 
attract the highly desirable owner-occupier 
class as residents.” 

According to the survey, “The British 
Household,” quoted in the statement, over 
half the houses in the country are rented 
from owners other than local authorities. 
Of these, 41 per cent. are let at weekly rents 
of 10s. or under, whereas approximately 
26 per cent. of the two million or so local 
authority houses are let at a weekly rent 
of 10s. or under. Thus, the greater number 
of low-rented dwellings are still in the hands 
of private landlords. 


Rent control has prevented the exploita- 
tion of the scarcity by maintaining these low 
rents, and giving existing tenants security of 
tenure. It has, on the other hand, created 
numerous anomalies and hardships, and has 
contributed to the rapid deterioration of 
much house property. Property is costing 
about three times as much to keep in repair. 
Thus, landlords who are unable to use other 
funds for these repairs, and whose rents were 
originally fixed allowing only a reasonable 
return on their investment (in particular, 
housing associations, owners of farm cot- 
tages, persons letting for the first time owing 
to the war, etc.), are forced to neglect their 
property. This steady deterioration of house 
property is not only wasting an important 
national asset, but is demoralising to the 
individual, whether landlord or tenant, by 
reducing the sense of obligation for such 
property. 

The Rent Acts should, therefore, be ad- 
justed to enable repairs to be properly 
carried out, in the interests of maintaining 
the country’s housing assets at a time of 
shortage. Such provisions would have to be 
related to the actual expenditure on main- 
tenance 


Buildings No Longer Economic 


There are many dwellings which will be 
in occupation for 20 or 30 years to come 
which have exhausted their economic lif 
but which could be made decent homes 
they were maintained by a non-profit-making 
organisation, but it cannot be carried out to 
give an economic return. The acquisition, 
repair and maintenance of such property 
forms a useful part of a local authoritys 
housing work. It would also seem to be al 
excellent field for housing associations. At 
present they are unable to extend their work 
of this kind owing to the restrictions 
by the Rent Acts, but this difficulty w 
be overcome if an increase of rent were pel 
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mitted. “ Better still, a national non-profit- 
making association should be set up with 
strong Official backing and capital. _A 
specially constituted body of this kind 
would be able to form an organisation with 
adequate prestige and technical ability to 
enable it to operate efficiently wherever 
suitable property exists.” 


Allocation of Houses 


Owing to the shortage of housing accom- 
modation elaborate efforts are made to 
ensure that allocations of new housing are 
fair. In fact allocations cannot be fair as 
they rest on such fortuitous circumstances 
as the place of residence of the applicant, 
the condition in which he happens to be 
living at the time when his name is con- 
sidered, etc. In particular, the residential 
qualification, which nearly all local authori- 
ties impose, operates against mobility of 
labour and satisfactory settlement of house- 
holds in the right place. Local authorities 
should be persuaded to abolish the residen- 
tial qualification. 

Ali efforts to improve productivity in the 
building industry by incentive schemes, by 
as little interference with programmes as 
possible, and by afMowing local authorities 
who produce more houses quickly additional 
allocations are fully endorsed. “It seems 
to us important that the efficient autherity 
should not be handicapped in order that the 
pace may be evened out to that of the 
slowest.” ‘ 

Local authorities have been given great 
discretion in the allocation of licences to 
private persons wishing to build, and these 
powers have recently been extended by the 
Ministry of Health. Houses built by private 
enterprise use capital and administrative 
resources which cannot easily be converted 
to local authority work; they increase the 
total housing pool, relieve pressure on the 
local authority waiting lists, and create 
rateable values which are needed to support 
public health and amenity services. In par- 
ticular, they divert private funds into invest- 
ment in an important national asset; these 
funds would otherwise be spent on consumer 
goods, 

The speculator in land values was blamed 
in the inter-war period for exploiting the 
householder wishing to acquire a site for 
building, and for preventing the develop- 
ment of the most suitable land. “These 
profits are not eliminated by the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. They are 
merely transferred to the Central Land 
Board, while the owner of a plot which is 
likely to receive planning permission for 
development is still in a position to ask a 
higher price than the present use value, 
owing to the scarcity of building land now 
in this category.” It is considered essential 
that the provisions of the Planning Act 
should be designed not only to prevent 
wrong development, but to give positive 
encouragement to good development. 


New Towns 


Every encouragement should be given to 
housing in the new towns to relieve the 
Pressure on London and other congested 
tentres, and to reduce the expansion of 
large towns by fringe development. This 
does not only mean that the new towns 
should be given a large allocation of sub- 
‘idised housing, but they should also have a 
considerable allocation of private licences. If 
all housing in the new towns is to be built 
and owned by their corporations, they are 
unlikely to attract professional and mana- 
serial classes, retired persons and others, 
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who will contribute not only to the rate- 
able values, and support the services and 
service industries financially, but who will 
also help to create a socially balanced com- 
munity. Such persons go where they can 
obtain sites and licences to build their own 
houses, or where they can buy existing 
houses. 

It is believed that a study of the tetal 
cost to the nation and the individual would 
reveal that conditions under which young 
children can be brought up satisfactorily 
can be provided at less cost in new towns 
than in high density developments. This 
argument is used to press “for the correctly 
balanced development of new towns and 
central redevelopment, not for the neglect 
of either for the sake of the other.” 


Housing Standards 


On the subject of housing standards, the 
Trust consider that the size of a dwelling 
for five persons should not be reduced below 
850 sq. ft. and the standard of 900 sq. ft. 
recommended in the Dudley Report is likely 
to prove more Satisfactory in most cases. 
“Tt is worth noting that the average size 
of the houses reviewed in the second report 
of the Girdwood Committee on the Cost of 
House Building was 1,050 sq. ft., including 
outbuildings of some 110 sq. ft. It does, 
therefore, appear that some slight reduction 
in overall size of the dwelling and outbuild- 
ing is possible.” 

Some reduction in size could be achieved 
for smaller households, of which a large 
number exist. For example, the small 
bedroom in a three-bedroom house is some- 
times found to be unused. 

A large, all-purpose living-room and a 
working kitchen with space for a table for 
informal meals is considered to be the 
minimum living accommodation required. 
The provision of qa utility room is not 
necessary provided the working kitchen is 
planned for laundry. In urban and sub- 
urban areas a smaller working kitchen and 
a dining- as well as a living-room may be 
preferred, especially if these can be thrown 
together, if desired. Both these arrange- 
ments can be achieved on the ground floor 
of a 900 sq. ft., three-bedroom house. 

Only one w.c. is necessary in a small 
house, provided the w.c. is separate from the 
bathroom in households of three or more 
people. Storage for bicycles, fuel, garden 
tools, etc., must be provided, but a single 
large store is adequate. Elaborate out- 
buildings sometimes subdivided into separate 
rooms for fuel, wash-house, bicycles store, 
etc., each with a separate door, are unneces- 
sary. 

One method of securing an economy in 
space is to cut out the hall and provide only 
a lobby from which the stairs and living- 
room open. This is adequate provided there 
is access to the garden or yard from the 
kitchen, and the living-room is so planned 
that the main corridor to the kitchen from 
the rest of the house does not interfere 
unduly with its other functions. 

The standards of equipment laid down in 
the Dudley Report must not be reduced. 
These provide a minimum standard for con- 
venience and efficiency. A linen cupboard is 
essential, but hanging cupboards need not 
be provided in every bedroom.., 

Local authorities should be urged to 
accept room heights of 7 ft. 6 in. on the 
bedroom floor. 

The Trust do not feel that very substan- 
tial sums can be saved by reducing standards 
of accommodation and design, but these 
must be brought about by other means. 
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SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS 


Devon and Cornwall Architectural 
Society 
The Annual Meeting 


Mr. H. J. HAMMICK, retiring president of 
Bevon and Cornwall Architectural Society, 
told the recent annual meeting at Exeter 
that the question of the Government im- 
posing ceiling limits on the cost of private 
enterprise house building would have to be 
tackled vigorously and soon. , 

It was surely ridiculous, he said, to expect 
builders to build to-day at the maximum 
they had been allowed in the last two years, 
particularly in view of the latest imcreases. 

They all knew what an austere specifica- 
tion they had to prepare honestly to keep 
the cost within the ceiling figure. It could 
now be summed up that they had either got 
to leave out something more, be dishonest 
and disguise the true figure, or not build 
at all. 

Speaking of the continued increase in 
costs, Mr. Hammick said he could not help 
feeling that they were not getting any more 
work for the increased expenditure, and 
that the trade in general must face up to 
some new methods whereby they could 
cheapen costs. 

Mr. J. Arden Powell, of Torquay, was 
elected the new president. 


Bucks Society of Architects 


Informal Dinner 


THE Buckinghamshire Society of Archi- 
tects held an informal dinner and dance at 


Amersham, on April 6. Guests were 
received by the chairman, Mr. F. A. C. 
Maunder, R.S., Dip.Arch., F.R.ILB.A., 


A.M.T.P.I., County Architect of Bucking- 
hamshire. 


Some 90 members and guests attended, the 
prineipal guests being Mr. E. Bird, M.B.E., 
A.R.LB.A., Editor of the R.I.B.A. Journal, 
and Mrs, Bird, Mr. T. Talfourd Cumming, 
F.R.I.B.A., president of the Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon Architectural Association, and Mr. 
H. F. Hurcombe, F.R.LB.A., chairman of 
the Oxford Society of Architects. 

Mr. Desmond Hall, A.R.I.B.A., chairman- 
elect, spoke in brief of the future activities 
of the society during his term of office. 

A collection was made on behalf of the 
Architects’ Benevolent Association, when £6 
was collected. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Hardwoods from Central America 


The Board of Trade have given authority 
for the importation of a limited quantity of 
nardwoods (including balsa wood) from the 
following Central and South American 
countries: Costa Rica, Colombia, Cuba, 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, 
Honduras: (other than British Honduras), 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Pamama, El Salvador, 
Haiti and Venezuela. Applications for import 
licences, which should be based on firm 
offers from shippers, should be submitted 
in duplicate (Form ILD/A) to Board of 
Trade, Timber Control, Room 344, Lacon 
House, Theobalds-road, W.C.1. 


Export Licensing Changes 

The Board of Trade state that as from 
April 16, licences will be required for exports 
to all destinations of mixtures of specified 
abrasives, iron and steel in various forms, 
some types of used steel, and certain chemi- 
cals and other materials, 
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A NEW TYPE OF CRANE 


Handling of Materials Greatly 
Speeded Up 


A NEW type of crane which promises 
considerable economies in time, man- 
power and costs is being used in the erection 
of multi-storey blocks of flats for Fulham 
Borough Council at the Hurlingham site, 
by Messrs. John Laing and Son, Ltd. The 
crane is made by J. Weitz, of Lyons, and 
though cranes of this type have been used 
extensively on the Continent this is the first 
of its kind to appear in this country. 

The crane’s outstanding features are its 
ability to deliver building materials, whether 
bricks, mortar, precast concrete units or 
frames, to the exact position where they 
are required on the building, and over a 
large area. Thus it has been found possible 
in the case of the flats at Fulham, with a 
team of four or five men, to put reinforced 
concrete lintols 8 ft. 9 in. long and weighing 
half a ton in place in 10 minutes against the 
10 man-hours required with ordinary hoisting 
methods. The need for building out special 
scaffolding for this purpose is obviated, and 
the lintols can be lifted into place direct from 
the lorries in which they arrive on the site. 

The wide area served by the crane is 
seen in the fact that on the block where it 
is at present working, which is 134 ft. long 





‘ 


‘ 








WKY 


THE BUILDER 


by 30 ft. wide, all but the extreme far 
corners can be reached directly by the 
crane. No supplementary hoist is employed, 
the one crane doing all the work of lifting 
the 16,000 bricks required daily, and other 
materials, into position. 


The Weitz construction crane travels on 
rails, on a wheelbase of 8 ft. 2} in., along 
the face of the building under construction, 
It can lift half a ton to a height of 65 ft. 
at a radius of 52 ft., or two tons at a radius 
of 12 ft. The crane hook is suspended 
from a trolley which runs along a horizon- 
tal jib. Am added advantage is that the 
operator’s cabin, which is suspended in 
the square lattice jib, can be raised to a 
maximum height of 60 ft., or lowered to the 
most convenient height for the operator’s 
vision. The resulting combination of travel, 
rotation, trolley moving and lifting and 
lowering allows loads to be picked up and 
quickly placed into position exactly where 
they are required. 


The crane, which is of all-steel construc- 
tion, is operated by electricity, each of the 
four principal moyements being accom- 
plished with the aid of a separate motor. 
It can travel at 98 ft. a minute, slew 1.1 
turns in a minute, has a trolley speed of 
98 ft. a minute and can lift a load of one 
ton at 74 ft. a minute. By fully luffing the 
jib an extreme height of 113 ft. can be 







The Weitz crane at work on a block of flats under construction for Fulham 
Borough Council at the Hurlingham site 
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reached, with a load of 5,520 Ib., and at a 
radius of 19 ft. 8 in. 


Mr. F. R, Leeman, Messrs. Laing’s agent 
at the Hurlingham site, said that the crane 
had given no appreciable mechanical trouble 
and was a definite advance on other types of 
construction crane, and its Polish operator 
had been trained to handle it in one hour 
by a representative of the manufacturers 
The crane is easy to erect in the first inn 
stance. The parts are laid out horizontally 
a special steel rope, operated by one of the 
motors, then pulls the main section to an 
angle of 45 deg., a pin is placed in position 
and the crane is then pulled into the verti. 
cal position. Once the parts were laid out 
_ yer ag was completed, excluding the 

ime taken to place the pin i sition, j 
py Pp pin in position, in 


CODE OF PRACTICE 
Solid Fuel Heating Appliances 


(TTHE Council for Codes of Practice for 
Buildings has now issued for comment 

Code 403, “Open Fires, Heating Stoves 

se epoca a Solid Fuel,” prepared 

or the council by a committee 

by the R.I.B.A. i. 


; The code deals with the selection and 
installation of the various types of heating 
appliance using solid fuel normally found 
in dwellings, and with the necessary builder's 
work. The appliances dealt with are open 
fires, openable stovts and solid fuel cookers 
with or without back boilers, for domestic 
hot water supply and space heating. 

The code contains general guidance on 
the selection of appliances and on the 
choice of ancillary materials. Particular 
recommendations are given in regard to each 
kind of appliance, and information ranges 
over:—for open fires: design and construc- 
tion of fireplace recess, fireback, fireplace 
throat, back boilers; for openable stoves 
(inset or freestanding): selection and capacity, 
fireplace recess, positioning of the flue or 
of the flue adaptor, air inlets, distribution 
of convected warm air, avoidance of five 
gas or air leakage; for solid fuel cookers: 
service provided, capacity, combination 
grates, bases and hearths, flues and chimneys. 

The design section of the code concludes 
with information on gravity warm air heat- 
ing. Recommendations cover the arrange- 
ments for intake of air, the design and 
positioning of ducts, and points to consider 
for ensuring the maximum heating effect 
from the heating appliance. 

The work on site section deals with points 
to be observed in the actual installation of 
appliances, and recommendations are inclu- 
ded in inspection, testing and maintenance. 
_ The code concludes with appendices deal- 
ing with the sweeping of chimneys and 
flues, the sizes of fireplace recesses for opét- 
able stoves, and the design of flues and 
chimneys for gravity warm air systems. 

The code is in draft form and is subject 
to amendment in the light of comments, 
which should be submitted by May 15, 1951. 

Copies of the code may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 24-28 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, price 78, 
post free, reference CP(B) 1006. 


German Crane to be Tested at B.R.S. 

A German tower slewing crane of new 
design, the Orbis-Liebherr TK-6, 1a 
arrived in this country, and will be tested at 
the D.S.LR.’s Building Research Station, 
Barnet, Herts. 
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OVERTIME AND DEFENCE 
Mr. Stephen Hudson’s Warning 


M® STEPHEN HUDSON, President 
of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, said at a meeting of 
the Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, in London, on Thursday, that 
the defence programme had naturally raised 
once again the question of the working of 
overtime and there were signs that past 
experience might be forgotten in dealing 
with urgent jobs for that programme. “I 
must, therefore, warn the Government that 
one of the lessons learned during the last 
war is that the working of long hours on 
building contracts will result not in the 
speedier completion of contracts, but in 
disorganisation and very high costs. For 
instance, Sunday work paid for at double 
time during the war was detrimental to 
sustained effort and in many cases merely 
led to increased absenteeism during the 
week,” he continued. 


Week-end Working 

“T hope, therefore, that the Government 
will make it clear to those who will be 
placing and supervising contracts on its 
behalf, that proposals to work overtime 
should be made only after very careful con- 
sideration of all the circumstances, and that 
only in cases of real emergency should work- 
ing at week-ends be countenanced. The 
aim should be to raise and maintain output 
during normal working hours. 

“ Whilst systematic overtime is a bad thing, 
we realise that there must be some elasticity 
and that is why special joint machinery, on 
which employers and _ operatives are 
represented, has been set up for that pur- 
pose. My own view is that on priority jobs 
there can be no serious objection to the 
working of an extra hour a day from Mon- 
day to Friday during the summer months.” 


MOUNTING HOUSE BUILDING 
COSTS 


Increases Up to £150 in Last Year 


ANSWERING QUESTIONS addressed to him 
by Councillor D. J. Lewis at a recent meet- 
ing of Liverpool City Council, Alderman 
H. N. Bewley, chairman of the housing com- 
Mittee, said the average cost of a three- 
bedroomed house in 1939 was £460 whereas 
to-day it was £1,650—an overall increase of 
259 per cent. 

During the last year the cost had increased 
by £125 to £150 which merely reflected 
increased wages and materials. The cost of 
basic materials was rising daily. For 
example, timber had jumped £20 to £30 per 
standard thus putting up the cost per house 
Tight away by £30 to £40. 

Costs of non-ferrous metals and sanitary 
goods had increased enormously, and the 
end of those increased costs was not yet in 
sight. 

Alderman Bewley said that as the local 
builders’ federation would not permit their 
members to tender normally on a specifica- 
tion for housing contracts, the department 
was forced to prepare bills of quantities 
although that was lengthier and more expen- 
sive. For contracts for large numbers of 
houses carried out by housing specialists 
the omission of quantities would tend to 
lower prices. 
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DRY ROT AND WOODWORM 
A Travelling Exhibition 


Two new sections have been added to 
the Dry Rot and Woodworm exhibition 
sponsered by the D.S.I.R., which began a 
second tour at Belfast on April 18. 

The first deals with sap stain, or “ blue 
stain,’ which appears in some timbers, par- 
ticularly softwoods, if they are left on the 
ground, or in sawn timbers not dried 
quickly enough. It is caused by moulds 
which do not attack the fibres of the wood. 
The stain may spoil the appearance but has 
no effect on the strength of the timber, and 
wood stained in this way can be used quite 
safely. 

The second section illustrates the attack 
of pinhole borers which attack logs and un- 
seasoned timber only. They are unimpor- 
tant as pests of structural woodwork, 
joinery, plywood or furniture, but the pin- 
holes are sometimes confused with exit 
holes made by lyctus or furniture beetles. 
This section will show how the holes can 
be easily distinguished. 

Both dry rot and woodworm damage to 
wood have been increasing recently. The 
exhibition shows how to recognise such 
attacks, how to deal with them, and how 
to prevent them. It is designed to help 
anyone who may have to cope with an 
attack—architects, surveyors and builders, 
and the ordinary householder. 

So far ten locations have been fixed for 
the exhibition. The list below gives dates, 
places and times of opening where they are 
known. Sixteen towns are to be visited. 

April 18-26, Belfast, Ulster Farmers’ Union Hall, 
Donegal-square East, 10-8 p.m.; May 9-17, Greenock, 
Gas Showrooms, Dalrymple-street, 11-8 p.m.; May 23-31, 
Aberdeen, Claude Hamilton Motor Showrooms, Union- 
street, 11-8 p.m.; June 6-14, Dumfries, County Hall, 
Council Buildings, 11-8 p.m.; June 20-28, Huddersfield, 
Parochial Hall, Springfield-road, 11-8 p.m.; July 9-14, 
Llandudno, Town Hall; July 18-26, Burnley, Central 
Library; August 1-9, Derby, Electricity Showrooms; 
August 15-23, Exeter, Museum, 10-6.30 p.m. (12-5 p.m. 
Sundays); August 29-September 6, Cardiff, Harris’s 
Motor Showrooms, Castle-street. 
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CLERK OF WORKS’ 
EXAMINATIONS 
Successful Candidates 
THE FOLLOWING is a list, in order of 


merit, of the successful candidates in the 
examination for Clerks of Works held at 
the R.I.B.A. on April 3, 4, 5 and 7. 


PART II (FINAL) 


Passed 

Evans, D. D., Lichfield, Staffs ; Bone, G. E. (S./Sgt.), 
Gillingham ; Sims, T. F., Basingstoke, Hants ; Wake- 
ham, G. L., Yeovil, Somerset ; Taylor, C., Sutton-in- 
Ashfield, Notts ; Mills, G. L., Sale, Cheshire ; Willey, 
G. R., West Molesey, Surrey ; Hargreaves, F., Yeadon, 
Leeds ; Collister, W. A., Onchan, Isle-of-Man ; Morgan, 
K. A., Worthing, Sussex ; Baker, R., Ripley, Derby; 
Brand, C. E., Romford, Essex ; Cocks, C. H., Mitcham, 
Surrey ; Donkin, G. S. C., Nairobi, Kenya Colony; 
Sawyer, J. W., Tilehurst, Reading ; Stubbs, H., Patmers 
Green, N.13; Bickle, F. J., Penge, London, S.E.20; 
Lofthouse, P..S., South Kenton, Middlesex ; Wilby, M., 
Northampton. 

The following passed in three groups in 
September, 1950, and this time completed the 
examination (alphabetical order): 

Pullen, A. J. (S./Sgt.), Gillingham ; Whittock, H. G., 
Midsomer Norton, Somerset. 

The following passed in two groups in 
September, 1950, and this time completed 
the examination (alphabetical order): 

Hughes, W. L., Oldham, Lancs.; Jesson, W. F., 
Exmouth, Devon. 

The following passed in two groups in 
September, 1950, and this time passed in one 
more group: 

Nelmes, C., Swansea, S. Wales. 

Passed in three groups out of four: 

Gambling, R. A. G., Woodford Green, Essex ; Martin, 
G. T., Salisbury, Wilts ; Richardson, S., Preston, Lanes. 

Passed in two groups out of four: 

Greenhalgh, W. S., Bolton, Lancs; Millington, C., 
Hayes, Middlesex ; Townsley, A. W., Sheffield, 7. 

PART I (PRELIMINARY) 


List of successful candidates in order of 
merit: 

Pittaway, E. R. (Sgt.), Chatham ; Mayes, A., Leyton, 
E.10; Butler, H. D. (S./Sgt.), Chatham ; Norman, R., 
Westcliff-on-Sea ; Greenwood, D., Leicester and} Miller, 
A. H. (W./O.11), Chatham (equal) ; Smith, S. O., Leices- 
ter; Pollitt, J., Anstey, Leicester; Bradley, L. J., 
Watford ; Cooper, J. H. W., Hartlepool; Sant, 
D. B., Middlewich, and Rudd, F. J., Tunbridge Wells 
(equal) ; Chambers, G. H., Clapton, E.5; Faulkener, 
J. H., Kings Langley, Herts, Feben, E. J., Havant, 
Hants. and Roberts, R. J., Hele, Torquay (equal) ; Con- 
nolly, F. (L./Cpl.), Chatham ; Mitchell, F. J. (W./O.1), 
M.B.E., Gillingham ; Brooke, S. J. (S./Sgt.), Gillingham ; 
Haynes, A. R., Watford; Frankham, J. B., Cosby, 
Leicester ; Pennington, R. S. (Sgt.), Chatham; Fox, 
T. B., Leicester ; Vowles, J. G., Chesterfield ; Allen, 
A. E., Aughton, Ormskirk ; Belcher, A. E. (S./Sgt.), 
Chatham, Patrick, W. R. (Sgt.), Chatham, and Rigby, F., 
Birkenhead (equal) ; Kirby, A. A., W. Bridgford, Notts; 
Corti, L. E., Brentwood, Essex. 


HIGH UPKEEP OF GRASS VERGES 
Birkenhead’s £6,000-a-Year Bill 


A NUMBER OF TENANTS on Birkenhead’s 
new model housing estate threatened to 
refuse payment of rent recently until the 
Corporation attended to the grass verges 
fronting some of the houses. They said 
that to overcome the muddy condition of the 
frontages cost them heavy bills in footwear. 
The Corporation has promised to take 
action, and the tenants are again paying 
their rents. 


The Corporation is to ask the Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning if they can 
proceed with a £100,000 scheme for improv- 
ing the conditions fronting the houses. It 
was admitted the verges were disgraceful, 
and it is proposed to spend £9,000 in 
levelling verges in front of 256 houses, and 
to build new roads. It is estimated it will 
cost £6,000 a year to maintain the verges. 


j* 
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THE PLASTERER TRADE 
By a Quantity Surveyor 


EW quantity surveyors appear to be 
making the best use of the British 
Standard Codes of Practice published by 
the Codes of Practice Committee under the 
zgis of the Ministry of Works and issued by 
the British Standards Institution. 


A study of many bills of quantities indi- 
cates that, to many quantity surveyors, the 
secrets of plastering, for instance, are an un- 
revealed mystery. In the absence of specific 
details in the architect’s specification, such 
quantity surveyors seem to fall back on 
copying out the preamble and descriptions 
-from any old bill of quantities which hap- 
pens to be at hand, sometimes quite in- 
appropriately. 

The Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works requires that the bills of 
quantities shall fully describe the materials 
and workmanship and accurately represent 
the work to be executed; and states that the 
proportions of the materials shall be 
described. 


A careful study of British Standard Code 
of Practice CP 211 (1949) will be found to 
be of great assistance in fulfilling these re- 
quirements, apart from being very interest- 
ing reading, as indeed are all the Standard 
Codes of Practice. 


Section 3 recommends inter alia suitable 
combinations of undercoats and finishing 
coats, describes the characteristics of various 
plastering mixes and states principles gov- 
erning the number of plaster coats recom- 
mended to be used under various circum- 
stances. There are also tables on pages 59 
and 60 which give valuable guidance in the 
absence of a detailed specification. 


Sub-Code 211.101 deals with the back- 
grounds for internal plastering such as solid 
backgrounds, lathing, board and slabs in 
non-mortared uses and grounds and metal 
trim, from which many hints can be ex- 
tracted when writing the specification. 


Sub-Code 211.201 deals in detail with in- 
ternal lime plastering; Sub-Code 211.202 
deals similarly with internal gypsum and 
anhydrite plastering and Sub-Code 211.203 
with internal cement plastering. 


Correct nomenclature, which is so im- 
portant if ambiguity and loose descriptions 
are to be avoided, can be learned from the 
Code; and proprietary names (which are re- 
pugnant to public authorities) can be 
avoided by referring to the correct name of 
the type of plaster concerned. 


As an example: “ Adamantive,” “ Gyp- 
stone,” “ Murite,” “ Sirapite board plaster,” 
“Thistle” and similar proprietary brands 
can be described as retarded hemihydrate 
gypsum-plaster; “Sirapite,’ “ Glastone,” 
“ Statite,” “* Victorite,” etc., as anhydrous 
gypsum-plaster; and “ Pioneer ” as anhydrite 
plaster. 

The following is a brief example of the 
Plasterer trade of a bill of quantities in 
which reference has been made to British 
Standard Code of Practice CP 211 (1949):— 

BILL No. 10 
PLASTERER 


The cement shall be as previously described. 

The lime shall be Hydrated Lime as B.S. 890. 

The anhydrous gypsum plaster shall be 
“Sirapite’’ or other equal and approved 
complying with the requirements of 
B.S.1191. 

The plasterboard shall be as B.S. 1230. 
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The anhydrite plaster shall be “ Pioneer’? £ s. d. Yds. £s. 
or other equal and approved complying 214 — — ,, Ditto on concrete soffites. 
with the requirements of B.S. 1191. a es Ditto ditto exceeding 
The sand, unless otherwise described, shall be 11 ft. and not exceeding 
as B.S. 1198 (Class “ A’’). 16 ft. high. 
All plastering shall be prepared and executed j= = =—————__—_—_—_—d tetateeeeeeeerens 
in accordance with British Standard Code of Anhydrous Gypsum 
Practice CP 211 (1949). Plastering. 
Undercoats for gauged lime plastering shall be 2,047 — — Sup. Plastering in two coats on 
brick walls. 


of lime plaster gauged with cement as 
CP 211.201 Clause 505 (i : 2 : 9 mix). 

Finishing coats for gauged lime plastering 
shall be as CP 211.201 Clause 510 (Type 1 
for general use and Type 3 where over 
warming panels). 

Undercoats for anhydrous gypsum plastering 
shall be as CP 211.202 Clause 506 (with no 
addition of lime, except in the case of metal 
lathing backgrounds). 

Finishing coats for anhydrous gypsum plaster- 
ing shall be neat plaster without the admix- 
ture of sand or lime. 

Finishing coats of anhydrite plaster on 
plasterboard background shall be as 
CP 211.202 Clause 508 (a) (iii). 


The undercoats and finishing coats for cement 

plastering shall be mixed in the proportion 

of one volume of cement to three volumes of 

sand, with the addition of soaked hydrated 

lime not exceeding 1/10th volume of lime 

to each volume of cément as CP 211.203 

Clause 504. 
Screeds and backings to receive tiled and 

other finishes shall be mixed in the propor- 

tion of one volume of cement to three 

volumes of sand without the admixture of 

lime. , 
The prices for plastering on concrete include 

for hacking as necessary to form an adequate 

key. 
The prices for all plasterers’ work include for 

temporary running rules and screeds. 
The sub-headings of the Plasterer’s Bill, with detailed 
quantities and descriptions of items, would then appear 
in the following, or a similar, order (some typical 
descriptions are given) :— 
Yds. 4 2-8 

Metal Lathing Backgrounds. 





Plasterboard and Finish. 

12 — — Sup. Plasterboard as described 
fixed to bearers to form 
soffites of bulkhead cup- 
boards, the joints 
scrimmed with hessian 
2 in. wide, and finished 
with one coat of anhy- 
drite plaster. 


Gauged Lime Plastering. 


243 — — Sup. Plastering in two coats on 
brick walls. 
173 — — ,, Ditto on slab partitions. 
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Cement Plastering. 


91 — — Sup. Plain face in two coats on 
brick walls. 
14 — — ,, Ditto on slab partitions. 


Screeds and Backings. 

17 — — Sup. in. backing on brick 
walls to'receive ‘* Vitrol- 
ite’’ glass wall lining. 

24 — — Sup. } in. screeded bed on con- 
crete to receive wood 
block flooring. 


etc., etc. 
Case up and protect all plasterers’ work and, on com- 
pletion, make good any damage to the entire satisfaction 
of the architect. 


“ VENDETTA ” ON PRIVATE 
HOUSING 
Sir Harry Selley’s Charge 

“T aM bitterly disappointed that despite 
the change of control of housing from Mr. 
Aneurin Bevan to Mr. Hugh Dalton no 
change in the Government’s fixed determina- 
tion to carry on its vendetta against those 
builders who build houses for owner- 
occupation has yet been announced,” said 
Sir Harry SELLEY, J.P., President of the 
Federation of Master Builders, at the annual 
luncheon of the Eastern Counties region of 
the federation, at Cambridge on April 14. 

For six years the activities of this class of 
builder had been all but disregarded despite 
their material contribution in building over 
three-quarters of the houses put up between 
the two world wars at no cost at all to 
rates and taxes. Only one house in every 
five built could, in theory, be put up for a 
man to own himself and in practice this 
proportion was very much less. “I must 
presume that the Cabinet’s meetings are 
very much like the Mad Hatter’s tea party— 
especially when they discuss housing 
matters. All over the country there are 
hundreds of thousands of people waiting for 
homes. At the moment their only hope is 
to put their names on already swollen 
council waiting lists,’ he continued. 

“Ts it not logical to suppose that a large 
number of these people would be prepared 
to build their own house and pay for it? 
This would mean that a great amount of 
the housing subsidies now burdening the 
tax-payer and the rate-payer would be lifted 
and substantial economies made in national 
expenditure. This is not all. If the private 
enterprise builder was allowed to compete 
on fair terms I am convinced that the force 
of his competition would drive housing 
costs down. 

“T want now to say a word or two about 
the Budget. We all know that the costs 
of necessary defence preparations have to be 
paid for. But industry, and this applies to 
the building industry particularly, has to be 
re-equipped with modern machines and 
devices and old plant replaced. The decision 
by the Chancellor to remove the concession 
whereby firms could claim 8s. in the £ re 
bate before paying profits tax will mean 4 
serious setback to all those firms who de- 
sire to mechanise fully, with a consequent 
loss of potential productive power.” 
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TRADE EXHIBITIONS 


Their Value in a Modern World 


THE value of temporary trade exhibitions 
from the exhibitor’s point of view, and 
the value, especially to students, of perman- 
ent displays such as may be seen at the 
Building Centre in London, was explained by 
Mr. RoBerT Nort, Secretary of the Building 
Centre, at a meeting of the Institute of Indus- 
trial Administration at Cardiff on April 13. 

Mr. Nott said that one of the remarkable 
features of the post-war period had been the 
increase in the size and number of trade 
exhibitions and in the attendances at these 
exhibitions. This public interest, he thought, 
was due to a desire for luxury and colour 
after the war years. That it was still main- 
tained was evident from the crowds, double 
the pre-war size, which flocked annually to 
the Motor Show, to see cars that they had 
no hope of being able to buy. He continued: 


As far as_ the trade exhibitions are con- 
cerned, I think the increase is due to a 
number of factors. Basically the cause is 
the complete change which has taken place 
in industry since 1939. Many firms have had 
to manufacture for export for the first time. 
This has led them to learn new techniques 
both of manufacture and of selling. This 
is reflected in such new exhibitions as the 
Packaging Exhibition and the Mechanical 
Handling Exhibition. 


Many new technical developments were 
made during the war years, which are only 
now being applied to civilian production, 
and which can be demonstrated most effec- 
tively at trade exhibitions. Perhaps the most 
important cause of interest in trade exhibi- 
tions is the fact that it has been a seller’s 
market since the war, and buyers faced with 
shortages of traditional materials have been 
incessantly in search of. new sources of 
supply of substitute products, and of new 
techniques to handle those substitutes. 


Industrialists may ask what are the advan- 
tages to be gained from exhibiting, and what 
points should be considered in making a 
decision. First of all, let me say categori- 
cally that it is unlikely that you will receive 
enough direct orders at your stand to pay 
for it. Retailers make their stands pay at 
public exhibitions such as the Ideal Home, 
but the manufacturer cannot do that at a 
trade exhibition. In fact, many capital goods 
¢annot be sold in that way, and therefore all 
that _you can get from your stand are 
enquiries. 

There are, however, certain advantages 
which are special to exhibitions as compared 
to other forms of advertising. They are 
specially suitable for showing goods which 
rely on performance and which can really 
only be sold by demonstration and by close 
anspection by the buyer. Many, if not most, 
of these are products which the buyer must 
visit the works to see, which takes time. 
Exhibitions are specially suitable for selling 
products which require technical explanation 
and for selling consumer goods in a shop- 
window setting. 


A Well-Designed Stand 


: Having decided to exhibit remember that 
it is not worth going in unless you do the 
job properly. This may mean spending 
more on your stand than you pay the pro- 
moters for rent, and one of the largest items 
in your budget may well be the designer’s 
fee. _There are a few designers of great 
reputation who demand and get fees which 
seem very high. Do not forget that if your 
Stand is well-designed you are much more 
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likely to see it illustrated in the trade papers 
which cover the particular exhibition, and 
thus to get the considerable incidental pub- 
licity which that brings. 

In any case you cannot afford to have 
an old-fashioned frame to show the technical 
products of 1951. It may be very good 
salesmanship to have old-fashioned offices, 
as the lawyers do, but you cannot frame up- 
to-date products like that. You would not 
put a Picasso or a Matisse into a Victorian 
gilt frame. Equally, 1951 products should 
be given a‘contemporary frame. 

Referring to permanent technical exhibi- 
tions, Mr. Nott said: The oldest is the 
Building Céntre in London and it has a 
counterpart in Glasgow. These Centres 
have manufacturers’ exhibits, but without 
any of their staff in attendance. All 
information is given out by the staff of the 
Centre itself. The staff of the Centre give 
technical information about the products 
exhibited. People know that they can walk 
round freely and ask questions and that no 
one will try to sell them anything or even 
ask their names. That is why, in London, 
last year we answered over 200,000 enquiries 
in respect of our exhibitors’ products. 

There are several points in favour of the 
permanent exhibition. It is a relatively 
cheap form of publicity. It is also of great 
educational value. The Building Centre is 
used by architectural and building students, 
and technical students of many kinds. This 
is particularly valuable in these days of short- 
ages. To the exhibitor it is valuable because 
his name and his products are brought to the 
notice of the future customer at a time when 
he is avid for knowledge, and at a time when 
it is his job to learn rather than to do. 


City and Guilds Prize-Winners 


The City and Guilds of London Institute 
has issued a list of prize-winners in techno- 
logical examinations held last year and also a 
list of the winners of special prizes offered by 
trade societies and other bodies. 
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CENSUS OF PRODUCTION 
Report on Shop and Office Fitting Trade 

THE BOARD OF TRADE have issued Prelimi- 
fary Census of Production Report No. 144, 
on the shop and office fitting. trade, relating 
to establishments engaged wholly or mainly 
in the manufacture (including installation) 
of shop, office, bank, bar and hotel fittings, 
show cases, display and exhibition stands, 
shop fronts, shop and sun blinds, or in sign- 
writing, and which employed more than 10 
persons on the average during the year. 

It is estimated that about 96 per cent. of 
the total net output of these establishments 
for 1948 is covered by the returns which 
have been compiled for inclusion in this 
report. Establishments in Northern Ireland 
are excluded in both 1948 and 1935. 

The report is published in full in the 
Board of Trade Journal for April 7. 

GENERAL SUMMARY 














1948 1935 
£°000 £000 
Value of production (gross output)} 11,285 7,059 
Cost of materials, fuel and elec- 
tricity used ae sa wa. S00 3,191 
Amount paid for work given out 470 2 
Net output... “ a P 7,095 3,866 
Wages and salaries of persons 
employed “an en aoch Mae — 
Average number of persons em- No. No. 
ployed (excluding outworkers) | 12,261 16,870 
Net output per person employed £ £ 
(excluding outworkers) 579 229 
No. No. 
Number of establishments 170 247 











SOURCES OF ROAD AGGREGATE 
Information on 1,600 Quarries and Gravel 
Pits 

A REVISED EDITION of “Sources of Road 
Aggregate in Great Britain,” comprising 
lists of the larger suppliers of stone, gravel 
and slag for road-making, has been pub- 
lished for the D.S.ILR. by the Stationery 
Office, price 3s. The information given has 
been brought up to date on the basis of re- 
turns for 1947 and is supplemented by 
alphabetical indexes not contained in the 
first edition. 

The book comprises an introductory sec- 
tion on the classification and distribution of 
rocks in Britain, followed by six lists. The 
first three lists arranged by counties give, 
respectively, information on some 900 quar- 
ries supplying crushed stone, 700 gravel 
pits and 40 undertakings supplying slag. 
The information is given under the following 
heads: county and reference no.; address of 
owner; name and situation of quarry, pit or 
works; classification and colour of material. 
The remaining three lists are indexes of 
owners, sources and counties respectively. 

Like the earlier edition, the publication 
will be of considerable value to all con- 
cerned with the building and maintenance 
of roads. The information has been com- 
piled by the Road Research Laboratory and 
is a joint publication of the R.R.L. and the 
Geological Survey and Museum. 

The Director of Road Research will be 
glad to receive any information about the 
opening or closing of undertakings supplying 
road aggregates. 


Building Materials Price Index 

According to the latest wholesale price 
index figures published in the “Board of 
Trade Journal,” the building materials 
index for March shows an increase of 
4.5 per cent. on the figure for February. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


A Colonial Appointment 

Mr. Alfred Emms, A.I.Struct.E., A.I.O.B.s 
Head of the Department of Building at 
Gravesend Technical (College and Hon. 
Secretary of the Building Teachers’ Con- 
ference, has been appointed Superintendent 
of Technical Education for Tanganyika. Mr. 
Emms will be responsible for initiating and 
organising Technical Education throughout 
the Territory; he expects to arrive in Tanga- 
nyika in September. 


Iron and Steel Production 

An iron and steel productivity team, cover- 
ing pig iron and heavy steel, will be sailing 
on May 17 for a six-weeks’ visit to the 
United States under the auspices of the 
Anglo-American Council on Productivity, 
with E.C.A. technical assistance. The team 
will consider the factors bearing on the 
comparative productivity of the U.K. and 
U.S. industries, and recommend whether and 
by what methods U.S. experience can with 
benefit be applied or adapted in this 
country. 


Agricultural Workers’ Houses 

The Central Land Board has issued a 
leaflet, D.1.B. (revised March, 1951), dealing 
with development charge on houses for agri- 
cultural workers in England and Wales, 
which cancels the previous leaflet. The 
arrangements, which do not apply to farm- 
houses, provide for the postponement of 
charge provided an undertaking is given to 
pay it when the house ceases to be occupied 
by. a member of the agricultural population. 
The leaflet is available from any of the 
board’s offices. 


Housing Statistics 

The Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning has issued a circular to all 
housing authorities requesting the resump- 
tion of the submission of annual statements 
concerning (a) advances or guarantees 
under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Acts and the Housing Acts, and (b) the 
demolition, clearing and repair of houses 
under the Housing Acts. As the returns 
were suspended after those for 1944-5, the 
Ministry is asking this year for returns cover- 
ing the six years ending March 31 last. 


School Construction Progress 

Mr. George Tomlinson, Minister of Edu- 
cation, opening the record number of nine 
new schools in Bristol on April 13, said 
since the war about half a million places 
had been provided out of the total of about 
1,150,000 needed by the end of 1953 to meet 
the rise in the birthrate. Another 340,000 
places would be provided by work under 
construction or approved for start before 
the end of last year, and a further 130,000 
was expected from projects started by the 
end of March. It was expected that the 
1951-2 programmes would produce the 
greater part of the remaining 240,000 places 
required. 

“So far as the national picture is con- 
cerned we look like coping with the many 
extra children we have to deal with,” con- 
tinued Mr. Tomlinson. “ But what we want 
in new school building is good value for 
money. I don’t pretend that the limits we 
have imposed in the cost per place of school 
buildings are easy to achieve, but this should 
not present’architects with such severe tasks 
as some people might think, especially as 
there has been almost a revolution in 
school planning in the last two years.” 





THE BUILDER 


Design of Welded Structures 

Following their series of lectures in Lon- 
don, the Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd., are now 
arranging a one-week full-time course on the 
“ Design of Welded Structures” at Bilston, 
commencing May 21 next. Application 
should be made to the Constructional Design 
Department, Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd., Bilston, 
Staffs, who will supply full information. 


More Building Workers 

There was an estimated increase during 
February of 12,000 in the numbers employed 
in the building and contracting industries, 
according to the monthly returns of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
In the same period the total working popula- 
tion also increased by 12,000 (6,000 men 
and 6,000 women); usually the working 
population shows a decline in February. 


NEW MOTOR FUEL TAX 


Adding Five per cent. to Road 
Transport Costs 


THE EXTRA TAX on motor fuel will result 
in another rise in the cost of living. It is, 
therefore, a tax that will take money out of 
everyone’s pocket, a fact which few people 
fully realise, the British Road Federation 
point out in a statement. They add:— 

Only 16 per cent. of the consumption. of 
motor fuel is used for pleasure purposes by 
car owners. The remaining 84 per cent. is 
devoted to commercial, industrial and busi- 
ness purposes, for every manufacturing 
process and service depends to some extent 
on the road vehicle. Bus and motor-coach 
travel must be included in the latter 
category. 

The Federation expressed a similar warn- 
ing after last year’s Budget, in which the tax 
on motor fuel was raised from 9d. to Is. 6d. 
per gallon. The country is already experi- 
encing the unfortunate result of this “ vic- 
timisation” of road transport, which 
thereby had its costs raised by 10 per cent. 
This extra tax will add a further 5 per cent. 
to road transport costs. 














Just Published 


11th Edition, revised 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


By JOHN T. REA 


This standard work gives full 
details of estimating for every 
class of building work and in- 
cludes thousands of prices and 
much useful memoranda. The 
new edition has been brought up- 
to-date to September, 1950 by the 
inclusion of comparative tables 
giving details of increases in costs 
of materials and labour for the 
years 1936/7, 1939, and 1944 -to 
1950 inclusive, together with 
notes on the controls and regula- 
tions affecting civil building. 
With over 600 illustrations. 


Price 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 
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EQUIPMENT OF COUNCIL 
HOUSES IN SCOTLAND 


Government Requirements 


[DETAILS of the equipment which should 

be provided by Scottish local authori- 
ties in new council houses are given in Part 
4 of the Scottish Housing Handbook, issued 
by the Department of Health for Scotland 
(Stationery Office, price 6d.). The list of 
essential items includes a washboiler, sink and 
tub, work-table, cooker, heating appliances, 
and the normal bathroom fittings. _ Refi- 
gerators and washing machines should be 
left to the tenant to provide at his own ex- 
pense; but in designing the house space can 
be allowed for the installation of such equip- 
ment by the tenant. 


Local authorities, comments the handbook, 
can do much to safeguard themselves against 
complaints by tenants and high maintenance 
costs by requiring contractors to comply 
with the appropriate British Standard 
Specifications or Codes of Practice. 


On the question of house heating “ the 
ideal arrangement would, of course, be one 
which enabled each new tenant to choose 
between houses with any of the different 
combinations of solid fuel, gas and electricity 
for space heating, water heating and cook- 
ing (including ‘all electric’ and ‘all gas’ 
houses). But this is not always practicable: 
for example, public gas supplies are seldom 
to be had in rural areas.” 


The handbook acknowledges however that 
normally there are advantages in including a 
coal or coke-burning stove or fire in each 
house, usually in the living-room. This can 
be used not only to heat water but also, if 
the house is suitably designed, to supply 
heat to bedrooms by means of convected 
warm air or hot water radiators. Such 
systems can be used if they compare reason- 
ably in cost with other means of heating 
bedrooms. 


Bedroom Heating 

In bedrooms, however, “ solid fuel fire- 
places add to the cost of the house and are 
of doubtful value unless the site is particu- 
larly cold and exposed or gas or electricity is 
not available. Gas or electricity provides a 
more efficient means of intermittent heating 
for bedrooms.” 


A gas or electric cooker should be provided 
in every area where gas or electricity is 
available. To reduce the number of domes- 
tic accidents by fire solid fuel heating and 
cooking appliances should have proper fix- 
tures for securing fire guards. 


In bathrooms and kitchens an impervious 
washable wall finish (such as oil paint) is 
essential. : 


This part of the Scottish Housing Hand- 
book was issued to simplify the work of 
local authorities and their technical advisers 
by describing in one short document the 
equipment which is considered desirable in 
a normal local authority house and the 
standards which should govern its selection 
and installation. Part 3, which dealt with 
house design, was published in November 
last year. Parts 1 and 2 will be published 
soon. 


Local authorities are free to plan the 
equipment of their normal houses without 
consulting the Department of Health, pro- 
vided that the house is designed by a regis- 
tered architect and that the equipment and 
the method of-its installation are approved 
by him and are in accordance with these 
notes. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Corporation Ed. Dept. propose to 
erect a new infants’ school at an est. cost of £42,850 


at The Carnegie Park site. Architect is Mr. 
dexander B. Gardiner, F.R.I.B.A., Municipal- 
bidgs., Bridge-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 

Ayr.—C poration to erect at a cost of £80,250 
5g houses on the Craigie estate, for which the 
architect is Mr. Thomas O’Brien, A.R.1L.B.A., 
MIMun.E., Municipal-bldgs., High-st., Ayr. 


Ayrshire and Edinburgh.—With reference to the 
notice of proposed building work for the Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., which appeared 
on page 469 of our issue for March 30, the name of 


the association’s chief architect and their address 
were incorrectly given. Inquiries may be made to 
the Chief Architect, Scottish Special Housing 
Association, Ltd., 15-21, Palmerston- pl., Edin- 
burgh, 12. 


Cambuslang.—Plans to be prepared for new offices, 
new biacksmith’s workshops, new stores and also 
dining department to be erected at The Glenlees 
area. The architects are the National Coal Board 
Staff, 20, John-st., George-sq., Glasgow. 

East Kilbride.— Plans to be prepared for new 
secondary school, for which the architects are Basil 
Spence & Partners, 40, Moray- pl., West End, 
Edinburgh. 

East Kilbride.—Plans are in the hands of their 
own architectural staff for large extensions which 
are to be carried out on their Glasgow-rd. works 
by Mavor & Coulson, Ltd., East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.-—Pians to be prepared for 128 houses for 
the Corporation at Cranhill. Architect is Mr. Archi- 
bald J. Jury, F.R.1.B.A., Housing Offices, Glasgow 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, 

inverness.—Corporation to erect 30 houses at 
es in five blocks. The architect is Mr. William 

Counar, F.R.I.B.A., Municipal-b'dgs., Inverness 

Tatekive. —Two-storied ition to the instal- 
lation and new plant at Wishaw Mill, for which 
plans are in the hands of Messrs. James Mac- 
Gregor, Ltd., Garvior-hill, Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Shotts.—Plans to be prepared for the second 
development consisting of 74 houses, for which the 
architect is Mr. Samuel MacColl, -R.I.B.A., 
County-chbrs., Bedford-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this Jist see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger .(t denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


APRIL 21. 

*tForden U.D.C.—19 houses at Bausley (Crewe 
Green) with roads and sewers. Walter B. Bond, 
F.R.LCS., Colmore-chbrs., 3, Newhall-st., Birming- 
ham, 35. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 23. 

*tGloucester T.C.—Extension to crematorium at 

Coney Hill. City A., Suffolk House, Greyfriars. 
APRIL 24. 

*+Bedford T.C.—Six shops (in skeleton form) with 
12 flats over at Mile-rd. B.E. & S., Newnham House, 
Horne-la. Dep. £3 ee 


PRIL 2 
*t Oldbury T.0.—02 fncalhy Ye Brandhall estate. 
B.S., Municipal Bank-chbrs. Dep. £4 4s. 


APRIL 26 
*tExeter T.C.—119 pte tiny ‘at Stoke Hill estate. 
wy A., Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. to City 


APRIL 27. 

Bala U.D.C.—Public convenience, Bala. T. Lloyd 
Davies, C., Council Offices. Dep. ‘£2. 

*tBirmingham City.—Civic restaurant. Long-acre 
and Crompton-rd., Nechells. Sec., Civic Restaurants 
— agi Cambridge-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 

*tBlackburn C.B.—Nursery school at three sites 
and one pair of houses at sewage works, Salesbury. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Sherborne R.D.C.—14 Woolaway houses at three 
sites. C., "Sipanell Offices, Greenhill. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by May 15. 

APRIL 28. 


Rochford (Essex) R.D.C.—Erection of houses in 
batches of 10 or 12 each in area of or Stam- 
—_— and Gt. Wakering. §. C. Harris, C., Council 


RIL 30 
Arnold U.D.C.—Six ye pa flats at Beechwood- 
rd., Killisich estate. E. & S., Arnot Hill House, 
Arnold, Notts. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tMonmouthshire C.6.—Secondary Modern School 
at Saran, nr. Newport. Colin L. Jones (F.), 
County A., Queen’s Hill, Newport, Mon. 


THE BUILDER 





MAY 1. 

*tisle of Ely €.C.—One pair of police houses at 
Stowe-rd.. Wisbech. County A., County Hall, 
March, Dep. £2 2s 

*Thurrock U. D.C.—Reconstruction of portion cf 
public library, Civie-sq.  E. — (A.), 9, 

Palmer’s-ave., Grays. Dep. £2 2: 


MAY 2. 
*Durham T.C.—24 sing!le-bedroom flats at Church- 


st. ae. City E. & Architect, Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s 

*tipswich C.B.—124 houses at Chantry estate. 
Be. ‘ S., 19, Tower-st. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by 
une 


Manchester T.C.—Rebuilding of women’s swim- 
ming baths and provision of slipper baths at Leaf- 
st baths, Hu'me. Oty A., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

Portsiade-by-Sea (Sussex) U.D.C.—Erection of 40 
houses, Mile Oak (Valley) scheme. Geo. W. Warr 
& King, architects, 137, Albion-st., Southwick. 
Dep. £4 4s. 

*Widnes T.C.—Three control houses at 
pumping stations. Boro’ A., Brendon House. 


£1 1s. 
MAY 3. 
Plympton St. Mary (Devon) R.D.C.—26 houses, 
Elburton, Plymstock. P. T. Loosemore, C., Council 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 4. 

*Chertsey U.D.C.—Prefabricated concrete branch 
library at New Haw. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £1 ls. 

*Durham County Police egg oer ao pair of 
houses at Tudhoe Moor estate. unty Court-la 

*Durham County Police tad od pairs of 
houses at Salter’s-la., Darlington. County A., 
Court-la. 

Strood (Kent) R.D.C.—4 pairs of aged persons’ 


three 
Dep. 


bungalows, Greenfields, Wainscott, Frindsbury 
Extra. D. P. Terry, E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. 
£5 5s. 


MAY 5. 
“Chester City.—Erection of Two-Stream infants’ 
school, Blacon. City E. & S. 

*+West Ham C. SNine shops with maisonettes 
over at Fife-rd., contract No. 154; 14 houses at 
Pacific-rd., contract No. 155. Thomas E. North 
(F.), Boro’ A. & Planning Officer, 70, West Ham-la., 
E.15. Dep. £2 2s. a contract. 

AY 7. 

*tFriern Barnet u D.C.—% flats and estate 

laundry at Woodhouse-rd. B. R. Ostler., C., Town 


Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 18. : 
South Shields. T.C.—98 dwellings on section 4 
(contract ‘A’ Simonside development area 


Boro’ E., Town ial, Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 9. 
= dwellings in 7 contracts at 
, Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 


*tEsher U.D.C.- 
Claygate. E. & § 
each contract. 


at by gn Green 
Dep. £1 


*Esher U.D.C.—22 y + Bd 
estate. E. & S., Council ag = 
MAY 1 
*Bebington T.C.—(a) 26 Soci at St. David-rd., 
Eastham (contract No. 3), and (b) 30 lock-up 
garages and paving at Bromborough (No. 1) estate 


INSIST 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORING 


WHICH IS 
NOW IN 


ABUNDANCE 


THERE IS NO LONGER 
NEED FOR 
EXPENSIVE SUBSTITUTES 


VIGERS BROS. 


BROADWAY CHAMBERS 
LUDGATE BROADWAY 
E.C.4 
CITY 2111/4 
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(contract No. 5). B.E. 


« S., Brackenwood, Higher 
Bebington. Dep. £2 2s. 


tor (a) and £1 ls. for (b). 


MAY 15. 

*tWest Sussex 6.6. Three additional classrooms 
at Kingsham County Primary Sch., Chichester 
(job No. 2531). County A., County Hall, Chichester. 

*tWimbledon T.C.—Three storey blocks of 18 flats 
and 12 houses ‘at West Side estate. B.E., Town 
Hall. Dep. £5 5s 


MAY 16. 
Hambledon R.D.C.—(a) 4 houses and 12 flats, 
Downhurst estate, Ewharst; (b) 4 houses and 8 
flats, Cherry Tree- rd., — E. &S. Dep. £5 5s. 


AY 1 
*Aldershot T.C.—(a) Miwo Biocks of six flats each 
and two blocks of four flats each at Holly-rd; (b) 
detached house at Hol!y- ag, (c) two ris of houses 
at North-la. B.E. & S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 
*North Riding E.C.—County Primary Sch. at 


Eastfield, Cayton, nr. Scarborough. EE. Barra- 
clough, Secretary for Education, County Hall, 
Northallerton. 

MAY 19. 

*Sawbridgeworth U.D.C.—Six pairs of houses. 
H. G. Camp‘on, Clerk. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 21. 

Saffron Walden B.C.—12 s.d. houses at Brooke- 
ave., _— estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. 
Dep. £2 2 

MAY 25 

*Chelmsford T.C.—29 flats “and 8 shops at Byron- 
td., Springfield estate. B.E., S. & Architect, 
Mun: icipal Offices., Duke-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 4 
*Tipton T.C.—Block of four shops with flats above 
at Upper Church-'a. estate. Housing A., Municipal- 
bldgs. Dep. £3 3s. 
NO DATE. 
Longridge U.D.C.—24 houses, St. Wilfrid’s site. 
Clerk, OO aaa Offices, Longridge, Preston, Lancs. 


Dep. 
“Ongar F R.D.C.—14 houses, Shelley estate. E. & S. 
Dep. £2 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


MAY 1. 
*tLeyton T.C.—Internal and external painting to 
school buildings B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2. 


MAY 2 
Tynemouth Pr Bg of two bridges and 
other works. C. J. Lisle, B.Sc., W.E. & M., 5, 
Northumberland- i North Shie’ds, Northumber- 
land. Dep. £2 aioe 


M 
*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—External painting 
of 203 houses and 22 flats at ory sites. Housing 
Manager, 118, Kingston-rd., on 
MAY 
*Gravesend Boro’. dior “flooring, Magistrates’ 
Court Room, Town Hall. B.E. & S. 
MAY 21. 
*Aireborough U.D.C.—External 
aluminium bungalows at Nunroyd, 
House, Rawdon. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 28. 
*Liverpool Corporation Water Works.—Painting, 


painting of 2 
S., Micklefield 


colouring and papering at various premises. Water 
E., 5, Dale-st. 
MAY 30. 
*Deptford B.C.—External decorations at houses 
and flats. B.E & S., Town Hall. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
APRIL 26. 
Sevenoaks R.D.C.—Roads and sewers on the 
Dynes-rd. site, Kemsing. E. & S. Dep. £2 2s, 


APRIL 30. 

+Berkshire C.C.—Construction of 4 miles of new 
road, Newbury. K. P. Brow, M.B.E., County S., 
Shire Hall, Reading. Dep. £2. 

Rochdale C.B.—Construction of 5,240 sq. yds. 
concrete carriageway, etc., on Kirkholt estate. 
Boro’ S., Town Hall. 

MAY 4. 
+Boldon U.D.C.—Main sewerage and surface water 


drainage. D. Balfour & Sons, consultant engineers, 
Caledonian-bldgs., 145, Pilgrim- -st., Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne, 1. Dep. £5. 


MAY 5. 
Hyde B.€.—Road and sewer works, Cheetham 


Fold estate. Boro’ S., Municipal-bidgs. 


MAY 3%. 

Blackwell R.D.C.—Extensions to sewage disposal 
works, Stockley, near Palterton. Engineer to 
Council, ‘‘ Dale-close,” 100, Chesterfield-rd. South, 
Mansfield. Dep. £2 2s. é ; 

Swinton and Pendtebury B.C.—Clifton drainage, 
G. B. Kershaw _& Kaufman, consultant engineers, 
1, Victoria-st., Westminster. Dep. £5 5s. 

MAY 10. 

Barnstaple R.D.C.—Croyde sewerage and sewage 
disposal. Lemon & Blizzard, consultant engineers, 
2a, Lockyer-st., ager Dep. £3 3s. 


v4 
Welshpool B.C.—Trinity ‘Well water supply. 
A. H. S. Waters, M.Inst.C.E., Engineer, 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 
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AY 12. 

St. Austell R,D.0.“Queens Fraddon Summercourt 
water scheme. R. J. Goodwin, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E. 
A.M.I.W.E., 1, High Cross-st., St, Austell. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

MAY 18. 

Bridgnorth R.D.C. Water supply to Highley 
and Alveley. A. H. S. Waters, Minst . E., 
i 25, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2 Dep. 
3 3s. 

Bristol T.C.—Construction of roads and sewers 


on the second section of the Hartcliffe housing site. 


City E., Arno’s Court, 470, Bath-rd., Brislington, 
Bristol, 4. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 22. 


.*Hertford B.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., Sele Farm 
site. E, C. Harris & Ptnrs., quantity surveyors bg 
Bedford-sq., London, W.C.1. Dep. £2 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 
Finsbury.—Resvi_DING.—Rebuilding of factory 
premises at 89, Worship-st., E.C.1, is proposed 


by Land & Property Trust, Ltd., 32, Shaftesbury- 
ave., W.1. ~ architects are Turnbull & Partners, 
F. & L.RAB 48, Cannon-st., E 
FF rogaine Bg —Rebuiiding “and improve- 
ments are proposed to branch premises at 354, Mare- 
st., E.8, for the Midland Bank, Ltd., Poultry, E.C.2. 
The architects are Whinney, Son & Austen Hall, 
& A.R.I.B.A., 37, Norfolk- st., Strand, W.C.2. 
Leyton. —Hovses.—P!ans prepared by Borough 
Engineer & Surveyor’s Department for erection of 
15 special type houses at Ellingham-rd. and two at 
Crownfield-rd. have been approved by B.C. 
Twickenham.—Pus.iic Hovuse.—Freake Settled 
¥ tates propese to build a public house, tea gardens 
d car park, ete., at Chertsey-rd. The architects 
are Nowell Parr & Son, F.R.1.B.A. 97, Old 
Brompton-rd., South Kensington, S.W.7. 
Wemblay.—Factory Extension.—George A. Mac- 
dowall & Francis, 377, Barking-rd., E.13, have pre- 


pared plans for extension to the factory of 
Funditor, Ltd., at the B.E.E. Grounds. 
Wembley.—Factory ExtTension.—Sydney J. Gray, 


3%. Bedford-sq., W.C.2, is architect for extension to 
Middiesex Paper Co. factory at B.E.E. Grounds. 

Wembley.—New Warenovse.—B.C. approved plans 
for new warehouse at Northwick-rd. for Key Glass- 
works, Ltd. 

Wembley.—Factory Extension.—Roberts & Arm- 
strong, Ltd., are to erect extensions to their factory 
at Stag-la. Plans by firm’s own staff. 

Westminster. — ALTERATIONS. — Alterations and 
repairs are to be made to No. 1, Cockspur-st., S.W.1, 
for Barclays Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Over. 
seas Branch), 54, Lombard-st., E.C. The architects 
are Ley, Colbeck & Partners. FF. & AAR. I.B.A., 
Palmerston House, Bishopsgate, E.C.2. 

Westminster.—Car Park.—Application has been 
made for sanction to build an elevated car park 
with an area of about 30,000 sq. ft. at 34-38, Conduit- 
st., W.1. The architects are E. A. Stone, Toms & 
Partners, 28, South Audley-st., W.1. 

Wood Green.—Suors, Fiats anp CiusB.—Premises 
comprising 5 shops, 12 flats, club, etc., are proposed 
at corner of Bedford-rd. and Palace Gates-rd., N.22 
The architects are Montague Evans & Sons, 21, 
Brunswick-sq., W.C.1. 


(PROVINCIAL) 

Ainwick.—R.D.C. to build 12 houses at Felton to 
plans by T. J. Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Alnwick. 
—Officers’ married quarters to be built at the 
R.A.F. station at Acklington. 

Bolton.—E.C. received M.O.E. approval for kit- 
chen and ‘= room accommodation at St. 
Osmunds R.C. Prim. Sch., at £6,984. 

Brierley Hill._—U.D.C. to seek grant for proposed 
community centre, Pensett-rd., Brockmoor. 

Bristol.—National Dock Labour Brd., 9, Upper 
Brook-st., W.1, has acquired sites of 143-149, Hot- 
well-rd., for erection of branch offices. Architect is 
A. J. Seal, F.R.I.B.A., Majestic-chbrs., Westover- 
rd., Bournemouth, Hants. 

Chester.—T.C. received approval for erection of 
11 shops with flats over, Blacon estate. 

Chester.—R.D.C. approved layout for 22 houses, 


perenne 
erfield. — T.C. approved adaptation 
“Westholme,” Ashgate-rd., as home for aged, 

Ciayton-le-Moors. — U.D.C. propose’ extensive 
scheme for strengthening town hall. 

Coine.—T.C. to prepare layout for 40 houses, 
Windy Bank. 

Coventry.—Rebuilding of Well-st. Congregational 
Church proposed. Architects, J. Arnold Parker and 
8S. H. Jones, Coventry. 

Darlington.—Alterations costing £20,000 are to be 
carried out to Greenbank Maternity Hospital, for 
Newcastle Hospital Brd., ‘“‘ Dunira,”’ Osborne- rd., 
Newcastle. Board’s Chief A., P. H. Knighton, 
M.B.E., A.R.I.B.A. 

Fyide.—R.D.C. propose houses, Els- 
wick 

Gateshead.—T.C. has received sanction from 
M. L.G. and P. to borrow £14,840 for an aged per- 
sons’ hostel at Beacon View; £122,358 for 26 houses, 


of 


Roseacre-la., 


Coach-rd., and 60 on Wrekenton estate; £37,690 for 
24 houses, Firwood-gdns.; and five houses, Beech- 
wood- and Pinewood- gdns. 


Guildford.—Plans have been approved for re- 
building 122, High-st. Architects are David Nye & 
Partners, 7, Victoria-st., S.W.1 


Hebburn- palidancPeacistenat planning approval 
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**THE BUILDER” PRICES 
FLETTON BRICK INCREASE 


London Brick Company inform us that due to 
increases in the cost of coal, electrical power, both 
road and rail transport and other costs, all out- 
standing quotations for all types of Flettons have 
been advanced by 4s. 9d. per thousand on and from 
Wednesday, April 18. Business will continue on 
a day-to-day basis, deliveries being charged in 
accordance with the prices ruling on the date of 
delivery. 











has been given by U.D.C. to a proposed cinema, 


Victoria-rd., for Dawe Bros., Westgate-rd., New- 
castle-on- Ty ne. Architects, P. L. Browne, ‘Son & 
Harding, ‘Pearl-bidgs., Northumberland-st., New- 


castle-on-Tyne. 

Hull.—50 shops, offices, etc., 
site at King Edward-st., Waterworks-st., 
and Chapel-st., for the Ravenself 


are to be built on a 
Jameson- 
Properties’ 


St 


Ltd. Est. cost, over £1,000,000. Architects are 
Donald Hamilton, Wakeford & Partners, 7, Con- 
naught-pl., Paddington, W.2. 

Hull.—T.P. Com. approved proposal of Thornton 
Varle¥, Ltd., drapers, Prospect-st., to rebuild their 
departmental stores on original site. Plans by 
J. W. Beaumont & Son, FF.R.I.B.A., 53, Spring- 
gdns., Manchester. (Est. cost, £500,000.) 


to erect 38 houses and 46 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. ‘ 
at Simonside. Boro’ 


flats near new R.C. Church 
E., H. W. T. Perkins. 
Liverpool.—University 
Lleyn.—R.D.C. propose houses, 
s.te. 


propose new medical sch. 
Prisoners of War 


Londonderry.—Work is to start soon on first 
stage of new general hospital of 576 beds on 30- 
acre site, for Northern_Ireland Hospitals Author- 
ity, 58, Howard-st., Belfast. Est. cost, £1,000,000. 
Architect is F. . S. Yorke, F.R.I.B.A. (Yorke, 
Rosenberg & Mardall), 2, Hyde Park-pl., Marble 
Arch, W.2. Quantity ae. Davis, Belfield & 
Everest, 9, Ashley-pl., S.W.1 

Malpas.—Chester Diconsan Education Associa- 
tion propose new sec. sch. 


Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approved expen- 


diture of £11,049 on adaptations as group P.T\S. 
at Brindle Lodge, Preston.—Central office accom- 
modat:on (£8,2 275). 
Midhurst.—R.D.C. to acquire Nappers Wood, 
Fernhurst, as housing site. 
Newburn-on-Tyne.—-Newcastle Breweries,  Ltd., 


Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, have acquired site 
on Mount Pleasant estate for proposed licensed 
premises. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Reg. Hospital Brd. have 
approved plans for enlarging Queen Elizabeth and 
Sheriff Hill hospitals. Plans by Reg. Architect, 

‘ Dunira,”’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle. 

Oswestry.—T.C. seek ‘loan of £60,696 for projects 
which include 24 Cornish units at Weston Rhyn. 

Otley.—P.C. Council propose renovation scheme 
to parish church, 

Pet rough.—Newey & Eyre, Ltd., 9, Brook-st., 
to build new warehouse. Architect, Henry Spencer, 
Waterloo House, Long Causeway, Peterborough. 

Scarborough.—T.C. has received sanction from 
M.L.G. & P. to borrow £32,173 for 24 houses, one 
block of four houses, four shops and two offices at 
Eastfield—Baker & Clark, York-pl., Scarborough, 
are architects for proposed alterations, Queen-st., 
for W. Boyes & Co., Ltd., alterations to “ Welling: 
ton Hotel,” Castle-rd., for Scarborough & Whitby 
Breweries, Ltd., and alterations to ‘“‘ Talbot Hotel,” 
Queen-st., for Mioors’ & Robinson’s Breweries, 


RUBBER 
FLOORING 


RUBBER STAIR 
COVERINGS 


AND 
LATEX-CEMENT 
FLOORS 


By 
RUBBALUX COMPANY 


LAYING SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
Contractors to: 

Air Ministry . British Railways 
British European Airways 
County and Local Councils 
Regional Hospital Boards 
8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 
OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILES 
NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 


























April 20 1952 





Ltd.—Alderson & Allen, 32, St. Nicholas-st., Scar. 
borough, have prepared layout for houses, Seacliff. 
rd. and Holbeck-av., for R. A. Wilson.—Alterations 
are to be made to Courthouse Buildings and g 
modified scheme is to be prepared by Boro’ Bf, 

H. V. Overfield). 

Stretford.—B.C. to invite tenders during next two. 
three months for 90 houses and flats, Christie-rg, 
site. Approved pans for: Foundry, re shop 
extension and core box store, Westinghouse-rd., for 
Metro-Vicks, Ltd.—Three blocks of 2-storey flats, 
Sandy- site, for B.C.—Revised layout for 14 
houses, 58 flats, 8 aged persons’ bungalows and 6 
shops, Moss Park-rd. site, for T.C. 

Sunderland.—T.C. propose new infant welfare 
centre at Pennywell, ante-natal clinic and infant 
welfare centre at West End, Thorney-cl. and Fay. 











ringdon. Boro’ A., H. C, Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Swansea.—New premises for A. G. Meek, foot 
wear specialists, 2a, Duke-st. Plans by Cyril 4, 
Hughes, L.R.I.B.A., 51, Walter-rd., Swansea. 

Totnes.—South-Western Co- op. Housing Society, 
Ltd., 7, Palace-gate, Exeter, is to build fusther 
houses ‘on Higher Westonfields estate. Architects 


are Louis de Soissons & Partners, 11, The Crescent, 
Plymouth. 

West Hartlepool.—Boro’ A. is to prepare scheme 
for additional hostel accommodation at ‘“ Briar. 
fields’ (cost, about £20,000).—Layout plans to be 
prepared by Boro’ A., for proposed new fire station, 
—T.C. has approved proposal for shops on Riff 
House estate.—Eight shops are planned at Brown. 
ing-av.—Factory additions to be carried out by 
Batchelor, Robinson & Co., at Longhill—E.C. has 
received sanction to borrow £55,569 for Rift House 
Cty. Prim. Sch. 

Wigan.—R.D.C. houses 


approved layout for 12 





near Ha:gh Sch., junction of Pennington-la. and 
Red Rock-la., Haigh. 
TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Dengtes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes acecpted subject to modification. 
© Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depait- 
ments. 

Anglesey.—Chemical works, stores, offices, rail- 
way access and sidings at Almweh, for Associated 
Ethyl Co., Ltd., Artillery House, Artillery-row, 
S.W.1. Maunsell, Posford “& Pavry, consulting en- 
gineers, Abbey House, Victoria-st., S.W.1: *Marples, 
Ridgway & Co., Ltd., 2, Lygon-pl., Eaton-sq., 
S.W.1 (est. cost, £2,250,000). 

Bargeddie.—New police station and houses. Mr. 
William Watt, F.R.I.B.A., architect, Gounty-chbrs., 


Albert-rd., Motherwell-Wishaw: Excavation, brick, 
puiiding and allied work, *A. Wright & Sons, Ltd. 
Blantyre. 

Belper.—32 houses Kilburn, 
R.D.C.: *Vic Hallam, 

Birtley.—Erection of 
new county school, 
County Architect, 
Durham: “*Isaac 
Durham, £51,084. 

Bolton.— Erection 
for E.C.: *Paul 
Bolton, £50,962. 

Cardiff.— New Colchester-av. 
Boys, for EQ. Sir rence 

>P/A.R.I.B.A., architects, 

ill & Co., quantity tM 
Taylor & Co., Ltd., Trefforest Trading estate, 
Pontypridd, Glam. 

Carshalton (Surrey).—84 flats at Lynwood-av., 
for U.D.C. CC. Needham, A.M.I.C.E., surveyor, 
Stone Court, The Grove; E. C. Harris & Partners, 
quantity surveyors, 3, Bedford-square, W.C.1: 
*Cranwell Construction Co., Ltd., Thorneycroft 
House, Smith-sq., S.W.1, £108,075. 

Chester.—Eight houses at Saughall and seven at 


at Chapel-st., for 

Ltd., £40,640. 

Birtley Brown's buildings 

for Durham County EC. 
G. . Clayton, Court-la., 

Berriman, Fence Houses, Co. 


of Johnson Fold c¢.p. school, 
Fairclough, Clive-st., Sawmills, 


Grammar School for 

Thomas & mn, 
. Cathedral-rd.; V. T. 
3, Castle-st.: *E. 


Backford, for R.D.C.: *E. Wright & Son, Chester, 
£11,065, and *Alfred Halliwell & Son (Chester), 
Ltd., £9,025. 

Colne.—14 houses at Longlands estate, _ for 
U.D.C.: *Holyroyd, Brook & Eaglands, Ltd, 


Slaithwaite. 


Coventry.—Flats for T.C. at Sadler-rd.: *H. L. 
Bates & Son, Ltd., 3, Arbury-av., £57,400 (60); 
*W. H. Jones & Son, Ltd., Lockhurst-la., £45,172 
(48). 

Coventry._New Whitley Abbey School, for E.C. 
Loveday & Davis, architects, 2a, Lower Sherriffe- 
st.. Rugby: *J. Gilmartin (Coventry), Ltd., 32, 
Ashington-gr., £60,002. i 

Crawley.—Site development works. Northgate, 
for Development Corporation. A. G. 8. Fidler, 
A.R.I.B.A., chief architect, Broadfield: *Holloway 
Bros. (London), Ltd., Bridge Wharf, Millbank, 


$.W.1, £119,379. 


Daventry.—Houses for R.D.C. :—20 at Byfield and 
four at Kilsby: *Haynes & Sons, Ltd., Daventry, 
£27,400 and £5,146; four at Weedon: *J. E. Lucas, 
Ltd., Moulton, £5,135. 

Eccles.—26 ‘‘ No Fines houses at Ellesmere 
Park estate, for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Essex. —County Primary School at Barley-la., for 
EA *E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., £83,438. 

Et ton.—34 dwellings, for U.D.C.. J. W. Smith, 
M.I.Mun.E., M.R.San.I., E. & S., Council bg 
High-st. Quantities by Eastman Partners, The 


Grove, High-st, Slough: *J. Taylor, 28, St. Hitda’s- 
ave., Ashford, Middlesex, £40,787. 
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Shardiow.—18 houses at 
Littleover, for R.D.C.: *A. T. 
den), Ltd., Chaddesden, nr. Derby, 


Blagreaves-la. 


£23,559. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





Membership Certificate 


the 
records of the Federation of Master 
Builders, Ltd., 
certify that the total membership 


We have examined 
and we hereby 


of the Federation at 31st December, 
1950, including approved applica- 
tions but excluding any members 
whose subscriptions are unpaid 
for 1950, was 


10,696 


BARSHAM, NIXON & HAMILTON, 


Chartered Accountants. 
Auditors. 
1, Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
London, W.C.2. 
2nd April, 1951. 





"Phone or write : 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams : ‘*EFEMBE, Holb, London.’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





site, 
Winfield (Chaddes- 
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Slough.—37 b:ocks of semi-det ached flats, Priory 
estate, “eae for T.C. 2. Gardner Thorpe, 
M.Inst.C. E., M.I.Mun.E., F.R.San.I., B.E.  Quanti- 


*Alfred Robinson 
29, Peterborough- rd., 
(Subject to M.L.G 


ties by Messrs. Young & Brown: 
(Builders & Contractors), Ltd., 
Harrow, Middlesex, £156,683. 
and P. approval.) 


South Cambs.—26 dwellings at Sawston site, for 
R.D.C. W. R. Hazlewood, A‘R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
Architect and Surveyor, County Hall, Hobson-st., 


Cambridge :— 
Rooke & Sons, Ltd., Saffron Walden, Essex £39,469 
T. Butler, Sawston, Cambs _... ts 38,567 
er ng & Sons, Duxford, Cambs ... 37,283 
L. Baynes, Gf Shelford, Cambs ... 3,295 
W. J. Hunt, Ltd., Norwich-st., Cambridge 35,915 
South Shields. —Reins tatement of Majestic Ball- 
room, Ocean-rd. Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75 
King-st., South Shields: *Carruthers & Son, 1, 
Heugh-ter., South Shields. 
South Shields.—Erection of 124 houses, for T.C : 


*L. W. Evans, Ltd., Sunderland. 

Spennymoor.—Erection of grammar technical 
school, for Durham County E.C. County A., G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Leslie & Co., Wood- 
lands-rd., Darlington, £229,260. 

Stone.—10 houses at Little Stoke site, for U.D.C.: 
*J. H. Broadhurst & Son, Ltd., Blythe Bridge, 
£15,949. 

Sunderland.—Extensions to Books, Ltd., Vine-pl., 
Sunderland. Architects, ~~ & Gillis, 


Saville-chbrs., North-st., Newcastle: *F. Hepple, 
Dunn- st., Newcastle. 
Surrey. First instalment of Leatherhead County 


Secondary School, for E. C. J. Harrison, A.R.I.B.A., 


County Architect, County Hall, Kingston-on- 
Thames: *J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 12, Buckingham 


Palace-gdns., S.W.1, £112,458. 


Sutton Coldfield.—16 houses at Falcon Lodge 


estate, for B.C.: *Davis & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Chester-rd., Birmingham. 
Tadcaster.—28 houses at Derry-la., Micklefield : 








ii 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 














Boyle's -s:,- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION 





IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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*Leonard Garbutt, Ltd., Main-st., Aberford, Yorks, 
£36,372. 
Wakefield.—25 


more estate, for B.C.: 


Crofton. 

Wallasey.—Erection of Mount-rd. C.P. school, for 
E.C.: *Rimmer Bros. (Liverpool), Ltd., Liverpool, 
£32,250. 

Wallsend.—Erection of houses at Low Willington 
Farm estate: *J. H. James, Archer-st., Wallsend 
(110); *J. Armstrong Wallsend (50). 

Walsall.—Eight houses at various sites, for T.C,; 
*W. Emery, 100, Birmingham-rd., Walsall. 

Washington (Co. Durham). —Erection of 18 houses 
for U.D.C., at Blue House-la. Architect. E. ¥M, 
Lawson, Barras- bldgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle: 
*J. Robson, £22,302. 

Washington (Co. Durham).—FErection of 6 
houses at Blue House-la., for U.D.C.: *Direet 
Labour, £64,077 (subject. to M.L.G. & P. approval), 


Linton-rd., East. 
Bros., Oakenshaw, 


bungalows at 
*Searby 


West Hartlepool.—Nursery at * Hollymount,” 
Wooler-rd., for T.C. Plans by Boro’ A., Municipal 
Buildings: *T. M. Stonehouse, Ltd., Osborne-rd., 


West Hartlepool. 


West Hartlepool.—Erection of 16 houses, for T.¢. 
— by Boro’ A., Municipal-bldgs.: ‘*Direct 
abour. 


West Hartlepool.—Restoration of Park-rd, School, 
for E.C.: *Lazenby Bros., Leeds 

West Hartlopoel,- Erection of classrooms at 
College of Art, for E.C.: *Direct labour. 

Westminster.—Alterations and pr gp {0 premises 
at 10-11, Gresvenor-p!., S.W.1, to cost about £35,000, 
Architect, William Clark, L.R.I.B.A., 5, Pall Mall, 
S.W.1: *Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 80, 
Park-la., W.1, 

Westminster.—General build: ng work to complete 
second section of Tachbrook estate extension 
scheme, for City Council: *G. E. Wallis & Sons, 
Ltd., £136,918. 

West Riding.—Erection of R. M. Grylls school at 
Windy Bank, Hightown, for C.C.: *Robinson & 
Crowther, Whitefield-rd., Cleckheaton, £73,975. 

Woolwich.—Oscar Faber & Partners, Verulam- 
bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, are architects for im- 
provements and repairs to works buildings of 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd,: *Greenaway & Son, Ltd., 
265, Lordship-la., Dulwich, S.E. 











[ ww: ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
oe CRADLES 


WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 















































Building Contractors 


Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 lines) 























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-4 




















